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Sure  is  already  the  best  selling 
brand  of  anti-perspirant  deodorant. 

Not  content  with  that,  however, 
Elida  Gibbs  are  launching  two  new 
products.  Namely  Sure  Active  stick  and 
Sure  for  Men  roll-on. 


And  this  year  we  are  again 
spending  more  on  advertising  than 
any  other  brand. 

So  while  our  rivals  break  into  a 
cold  sweat  you  can  break  the  bank. 
SURE.  IT  WON'T  LET  YOU  DOWN. 
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Every  day  of  every  month  for  over  twenty 
years,  Vestric  have  been  providing  a  fast, 
reliable  delivery  service 
to  pharmacies.  We  know 
that  we  hold  your  reputa-  N 
tion  in  our  hands  and 
that's  a  responsibility  we 
take  seriously. 

That's  why  we've 
invested  in  the  most 
advanced  order  handling 
systems  available.  Usually,  ^ 
we'll  call  you,  but  you  can 
also  call  us,  seven  days  a 
week,  at  local  rates. 

Within  minutes,  your  order  is  split  into 
its  prescription  and  OTC  components  and 
printed  out  at  the  appropriate  warehouses. 


Van  departures  are  scheduled  to  ensure  that 
your  goods  arrive  at  the  time  agreed  with  you. 

In  most  areas  we  deliver 
twice  a  day. 

But  while  investing 
in  the  best  technology, 
we  know  it's  the  people 
who  run  our  service  who 
make  it  second  to  none. 

Call  your  local 
Vestric  Manager  now 
and  we'll  prove  it. 


Vestric 


VESTRIC  LIMITED  WEST  LANE 
RUNCORN  CHESHIRE  W  A  7  2  P  E 
TELEPHONE:      0928  717070 


WE'RE     ALWAYS     THERE,     WE     ALWAYS  CARE 
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COMMENT 


The  "Code  of  Practice  on  Price  Indications",  just 
published  by  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry,  is  to 
be  welcomed  as  a  relatively  jargon  free  guide  on  how  to 
avoid  falling  foul  of  part  III  of  the  Consumer  Protection  Act 
which  comes  into  force  next  March.  And  while  compliance 
with  the  Code  will  not  be  an  absolute  defence  under  the 
Act,  adherence  to  it  will  show  that  "due  diligence"  has 
been  taken  in  any  court  proceedings. 

The  Code  refers  to  specific  price  comparisons  and  not 
general  promises .  For  example ,  the  Code  does  not  cover 
filling  stations  which  advertise  '  'cheap  petrol' '  in  foot  high 
letters  on  the  forecourt  hoardings,  with  below  it  in  much 
smaller  lettering  the  legend  '  'one  day  a  week' ' ,  and  in  tinier 
print,  "coming  shortly".  No  doubt  any  motorists  who 
screech  to  a  halt  when  faced  with  the  promise  of  a  cheap  fill- 
up  vote  with  their  accelerator  pedal.  And  the  undertaker 
who  proclaims  "Special  rates  for  old  age  pensioners" 
probably  wins  more  bad  taste  awards  than  customers. 

The  average  pharmacy  is  a  restrained  retail 
environment  possessing  few  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
bazaar  or  market  place.  For  most  pharmacists  offers  are 
"special"  and  self-limiting  so  the  temptation  to  mislead  is 


not  there.  The  key  to  compliance  with  the  Act  is  the 
provision  of  full  and  clearly  marked  price  information. 

This  presumes  use  of  pre-printed  cards,  such  as  those 
provided  by  wholesalers  detailing  monthly  special  offers,  or 
carefully  annotated  home  made  tickets,  all  bearing  accurate 
data.  The  whole  process,  of  both  determining  prices  and 
making  tickets,  is  yet  another  area  where  pharmacist 
supervision  is  needed  if  the  attention  of  trading  standards 
officers  is  to  be  avoided.  And  don't  forget  EPoS  systems, 
if  used,  also  need  updating  with  offer  prices. 

Pharmacists  must  take  care  when  manufacturers  do  not 
recommend  a  retail  price  that  they  compare  their  special 
price  with  their  previous  price  for  that  product,  and  that  it 
has  been  on  offer  for  28  days  of  the  previous  six  months  in 
that  shop.  Otherwise  they  are  required  to  ensure  price 
comparisons  are  fair  and  meaningful,  giving  a  positive 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the  higher  price 
applied.  General  disclaimers  are  not  acceptable. 

Pharmacists  should  obtain  their  own  copy  of  the  code 
from  the  DTI  (see  pl014)  and  apply  it.  It  is  full  of  pricing 
examples  that  will  serve  all  retailers  well  and  enable  them 
to  court  the  customer  within  the  law. 
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Three  struck  off  for 
codeine  linctus  sales 


Three  pharmacists  from  Scotland 
have  been  ordered  to  be  struck  off 
the  Register  of  Pharmaceutical 
Chemists  after  selling  excessive 
quantities  of  codeine  linctus. 

William  Eric  George  of  166 
Allison  Street,  Crosshill, 
Glasgow,  James  O'Neill  McDade 
of  88  Belville  Street,  Greenock, 
Renfrewshire,  and  Arthur 
Cameron  Still  of  Unit  No  4 
Cumberland  Walk,  Ravenscraig 
Neighbourhood  Centre, 
Greenock,  Renfrewshire,  came 
before  the  Statutory  Committee 
of  the  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society  towards  the  end  of  last 
month. 

The  Committee  heard  that  Mr 
Still  could  not  account  for  in 
excess  of  894  litres  of  codeine 
linctus  ordered  and  received 
between  September  1986  and 
September  1987  other  than  by 
retail  sale  or  supply.  He  admitted 
that  at  one  point  he  was  selling 
almost  80  bottles  of  codeine 
linctus  a  week  to  regulars. 

Society  inspector,  John 
Liddell,  said  he  had  been  told  of 
the  large  quantity  of  codeine 
linctus  sales  from  Mr  Still's 
pharmacy  by  a  wholesaler  and  the 

The  real  cost 
of  doctor 

dispensing 

It  is  misleading  to  imply  that  the 
costs  of  doctors  dispensing  are 
less  than  that  of  pharmacists, 
according  to  Lincolnshire  LPC 
secretary  Noel  Baumber  —  it 
depends  on  how  you  do  the  sums. 

In  a  recent  article  in  Pulse, 
Dispensing  Doctors  Association 
chairman  Dr  David  Roberts 
pointed  out  that  the  net  ingredient 
cost  for  an  item  dispensed  by  a  GP 
is  25p  less  than  for  pharmacists. 

Mr  Baumber  argues  that 
firstly  pharmacists  have  no  say  in 
what  is  prescribed  and  therefore 
no  control  over  the  net  ingredient 
cost  of  what  they  dispense.  And  it 
is  misleading  to  look  only  at  net 
ingredient  cost  since  dispensing 
doctors  tend  to  prescribe  on  a 
28-day  basis  while  their  non- 
dispensing  colleagues  prescribe 
for  30  days.  If  60  per  cent  of 
doctors  dispensed  items  could 
have  been  prescribed  on  the 
alternative  30  day  basis  for  the 
year  to  March  1988  (since  this 


Home  Office  drugs  branch. 

During  four  weeks  between 
May  and  June  1987,  Mr  Liddell 
said  he  had  discovered  that  Mr 
Still  had  ordered  for  sale  the 
equivalent  of  456  bottles  of 
codeine  linctus. 

But  Mr  Still  admitted  that  it 
was  not  until  he  read  about  the 
problem  of  codeine  linctus  abuse 
in  the  Evening  Times  newspaper 
that  he  decided  to  stop  selling  the 
medicine. 

Alasdair  McCarthy, 
defending,  told  the  Committee 
that  his  client  had  been  a 
pharmacist  for  over  40  years  and 
had  an  unblemished  record. 

Judge  Edward  Sutcliffe, 
Statutory  Committee  chairman, 
said  Mr  Still's  own  evidence  left 
them  in  no  doubt  that  he  knew 
codeine  linctus'  addictive  effects. 

Inspectors  who  visited  Mr 
McDade's  pharmacy  in  Greenock 
discovered  that  in  excess  of  300 
litres  of  codeine  linctus  ordered 
between  September  1986  and 
September  1987  could  not  be 
accounted  for  other  than  by  retail 
sale.  Mr  McDade  admitted  to  the 
hearing  that  he  had  13  and  14 
regular  customers  whom  he 


accords  with  the  level  of  repeat 
prescribing  activity)  the  extra  cost 
of  the  1,094, 000  items  (£1.077m) 
would  have  been  saved  from  the 
doctors'  global  sum. 

In  comparing  doctor  and 
pharmacist  dispensing  it  would  be 
perhaps  better  to  look  at 
prescription  costs,  ie  the  cost  of 
ingredients  plus  fees,  container 
cost,  discount,  oncost,  VAT  and 
oxygen  therapy,  he  says. 

According  to  the  most  recent 
PPA  annual  report,  the  average 
prescription  cost  for  pharmacists 
in  England  was  £5.557  and  for 
dispensing  doctors  £5.903.  The 
latter  have  switched  dramatically 
to  proprietaries  since  the  new 
liability  legislation  came  in,  driving 
up  NIC .  This  is  not  yet  reflected  in 
the  figures. 


Nearly  there.. 

Pharmacy  negotiators  in  Northern 
Ireland  are  on  the  verge  of 
agreeing  last  year's  balance  sheet 
with  the  Department  of  Health. 

The  Pharmaceutical 
Contractors  Committee  was 
expected  to  agree  figures  to 
March  1988  after  C&D  went  to 
Press.  Details  next  week. 


supplied  over  a  two-year  period 
with  codeine  linctus  based  cough 
mixtures. 

Mr  McCarthy,  defending,  told 
the  hearing  that  his  client  had  an 
unblemished  record  and  did  not 
profit  in  any  way  from  codeine 
linctus  sales. 

Judge  Sutcliffe  told  him  '  'This 
is  misconduct  of  a  serious 
nature. . .  conduct  which  has  been 
proved". 

The  third  pharmacist,  Mr 
George,  admitted  at  the  inquiry 
that  between  January  1987  and 
September  1987  in  excess  of  578 
litres  of  codeine  linctus  could  not 
be  accounted  for  other  than  by 
retail  sale  from  his  South  Side 
pharmacy,  and  that  he  had 
regularly  supplied  seven  young 
men  with  the  linctus. 

John  McMillan,  defending,  told 
the  hearing  that  his  client  was  a 
pharmacist  of  42  years  standing. 

Judge  Sutcliffe  said  "During 
the  hearings  we  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  hear  that  the 
chemists  before  us  have  failed  to 
control  effectively  sales  of  codeine 
linctus". 

The  three  pharmacists  have 
three  months  to  appeal. 

Clinical  waste 
a  problem 

The  Royal  Society  of  Health  wants 
to  see  greater  co-operation 
between  local  authorities, 
pharmacists,  doctors,  dentists 
and  the  public  to  improve  the  way 
clinical  waste  is  disposed  of. 

Despite  regulations  and 
guidelines  for  disposal  of  clinical 
waste,  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 
says  in  a  statement  issued  last 
week  that  considerable  and 
growing  problems  remain, 
ranging  from  disposal  of  unwanted 
medicines  and  hospital  and 
surgery  waste  from  doctors  and 
dentists,  to  the  enormous  number 
of  disposable  nappies. 

"  It  is  clear  that  there  is  a  need 
for  a  greater  sense  of 
responsibility  both  by  individuals 
and  health  professionals,  and 
closer  collaboration  between 
those  who  produce  waste  and 
those  who  have  to  dispose  of  it. 
There  is  a  need  for  greater  public 
awareness  of  the  problem  and 
more  direction  from  'the  top', 
says  the  RSH. 

It  does  not  plan  to  issue  any 
guidelines  of  its  own. 


Timson  seeks 
meeting  with 
Clarke 

Hospital  pharmacist  negotiators  | 

chairman  Bob  Timson  is  to  ] 

request  a  meeting  with  Health  J 

Secretary  Kenneth  Clarke  or  I 

Health  Minister  David  Mellor  \ 

before  Christmas  to  ask  for  I 

additional  funding  for  the  new  I 
grading  structure. 

At  a  joint  meeting  on  Tuesday,  J 

the  management  side  presented  a  il 

'  'complicated  offer' '  to  provide  a  1 

35-point  salary  scale  for  all  pay  J 
grades,  but,  says  Mr  Timson, 

there  was  no  "new  money"  and  I 

increases  and  assimiliation  would  I 

have  to  come  from  the  4.5  per  II 

cent  general  allocation  made  to  I 

health  authorities  to  cover  the  I 
current  pay  round. 

Guild  members  voted  for  the  I 

new  structure  package  by  a  | 

majority  of  four  to  one  in  the  ballot  J 
completed  last  Monday. 

NAHA  calls 
for  overhaul  I 
of  Whitley 

A  major  overhaul  in  the  Whitley  :| 
system  of  pay  negotiation  for  NHS  III 
staff  ims  been  called  for  by  the  J 
National  Association  of  Health  I 
Authorities.  It  is  giving  evidence  1 
to  the  House  of  Commons  Social  il 
Services  Committee  which  is 
reviewing  the  system. 

At  present  just  under  50  per  i  I 
cent  of  NHS  staff,  including  I 
hospital  pharmacists,  are  covered  ;  il 
by  the  Whitley  system.  NAHA  I 
has  concluded  that: 

■  there  is  a  need  for  more  .  1 
flexibility  and  local  discretion  for  I 
staff  covered  by  the  system. 

■  nationally  negotiated  rates  1 
should  continue  to  be  paid  to  most  III 
staff,  with  local  discretion  where  "\ 
necessary. 

■  for  some  occupations  in  the 
NHS,  rates  of  pay  are  out  of  line  ill 
with  the  external  market  and  1 
substantial  recruitment  problems 
are  being  experienced; 

■  in  some  groups  the  situation  is  I 
so  bad  that  it  cannot  be  rectified  i  :| 
solely  through  the  use  of  flexibility  i  t| 
since  the  amount  which  is  likely  to  I 
be  given  to  managers  would  be  ' 
insufficient  to  bridge  the  gap. 

There  is  also  widespread  j>l 
recognition  that  information  about 
manpower  is  patchy,  leading  to 
evidence  on  recruitment  and 
retention  problems  being  too  1 
anecdotal  to  be  useful  in 
discussions  on  pay. 
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Time  running 
out  over 
supervision 

The  Government  is  getting 
impatient  over  the  time  the 
profession  is  taking  to  decide  its 
attitude  to  supervision.  "If  we  do 
not  make  a  firm  decision  soon  the 
Government  may  make  it  for  us, " 
Council  member  Alan  Nathan 
warned  the  Brighton  Branch  of 
the  Society  recently. 

The  issue  must  be  settled 
urgently,  he  said,  and  the  best 
policy  is  the  one  proposed  by  the 
Council.  Refusal  to  respond  to 
"both  Nuffield's  and  then  the 
Government's  strong 
encouragement  to  modernise  our 
interpretation  of  our  professional 
role"  means  a  bleak  professional 
future,  he  said. 

Pharmacists  are  under  a 
misconception  if  they  think  they 
are  going  to  be  forced  to  "relax" 
supervision  rather  the 
Council's  proposals  are  an 
alternative  to  the  current  system. 
"If  the  guidelines  which  the 
Society  produced  for  the 
dispensing  of  repeat  prescriptions 
in  the  absence  of  a  pharmacist 
(which  have  now  been  put  on  ice) 
are  anything  to  go  by,  these  will  be 
pretty  strict,  and  few  pharmacies 
may  be  able  to  comply  with  them 
at  the  moment,"  suggested  Mr 
Nathan.  "Only  pharmacists  who 
have  the  highest  professional 
standards  and  have  invested  in 
highly  trained  staff  would  want  to 
take  up  what  some  define  as  a 
'relaxation'  in  supervision." 

Any  changes  will  make  no 
difference  to  the  fact  that  the 
pharmacist  is  responsible,  both 
legally  and  ethically,  for  whatever 
takes  place  in  the  pharmacy. 

The  Government  saw  the 
merits  of  a  wider  role  for 
pharmacists,  and  were  prepared 
to  back  it,  but  in  exchange  it  was 
determined  to  see  an  increase  in 
the  use  of  technicians  for 
dispensing.  "Its  reasons  seem 
quite  plain  to  me,"  said  Mr 
Nathan  "It  intends  to 
progressively  reduce  the  fee  paid 
for  straightforward  dispensing  and 
re-allocate  the  money  to  pay  for 
two  services  —  PMRs  for  the 
elderly  and  confused,  and  some 
domiciliary  services." 

Unfortunately  the  new  more 
professionally  orientated  outlook 
is  not  welcomed  by  all,  said  Mr 
Nathan,  "because  many 
community  pharmacists  seem  to 
have  developed  a  shopkeeper's 
mentality.  They  like  to  know 
exactly  where  they  stand  and  feel 
much  more  comfortable  if  they  are 
told  what  they  can  and  cannot  do, 
and  are  absolved  of  personal 
responsibility  for  their  actions" . 


[toll 

/  / 

"Err. ..you  wouldn't  like  to  come  back  tomorrow,  would  you?" 


Surgery  pharmacy  for  Folkestone? 


"The  consumer  is  the  major 
consideration, ' '  says  Kent  Family 
Practitioner  Committee 
administrator  David  Homeshaw, 
summing  up  an  application  made 
by  an  existing  pharmacy  to  move 
into  a  group  doctors  surgery. 

The  essential  small  pharmacy, 
Chaplin  &  Co  in  Sandgate,  near 
Folkstone,  had  a  request  for  a 
"minor  relocation"  rejected.  But 
an  application  for  a  "major 
relocation"  of  around  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  up  a  steep  hill  to 
the  surgery  at  180  Sandgate 
Road,  Folkstone,  has  been 
granted  subject  to  appeal. 

Chaplin  &  Co  proprietor 
Stuart  Irvine  says  that  in  deciding 
whether  the  move  was 
"necessary  or  desirable"  the 
pharmacy  practice  subcommittee 
was  concerned  with  patient  care, 
not  commercial  matters.  "Other 
pharmacists  have  said  they  will 


lose  25  per  cent  of  their  business, 
but  it  is  up  to  them  as 
businessmen  to  face  the  increased 
competition.  If  they  never  get 
another  prescription  that  is 
because  they  are  not  doing  the  job 
they  should. ' ' 

Mr  Irvine  says  that  there  is  no 
pharmacy  within  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  of  the  surgery  and  there  is 
no  surgery  near  his  current 
premises.  "The  committee  has 
decided  to  sort  that  problem  out , ' ' 
he  says. 

Bob  Lewis,  of  R  &  M  A  Lewis 
at  14  Sandgate  Road,  estimated 
that  38  per  cent  of  his  prescription 
business  came  from  the  group 
surgery,  while  Tim  Rivett-Carnac 
of  the  Central  Pharmacy  in 
Folkstone  said:  "I  will  lose  over  a 
quarter  of  my  prescription 
turnover.  If  the  pharmacy  moves 
its  prescription  turnover  will 
increase  enormously  —  hardly  a 


relocation." 

Mr  John  Shaw,  at  Hall  &  King, 
Bouverie  Road  West,  is  the 
nearest  pharmacy  to  the  surgery. 
He  says:  "The  effect  could  be 
quite  serious  in  terms  of  script 
volume,  but  one  would  hope  that 
existing  customers  will  stay  with 
us." 

LPC  secretary  Michael  Moore 
told  C&D  that  his  committee  was 
concerned  that  the  move  would  be 
to  the  detriment  of  existing 
Sandgate  residents,  and  could 
affect  other  pharmacies.  All  this 
cuts  not  ice  with  David  Homeshaw 
who  said  he  was  initially 
concerned  about  the  effect  on 
other  pharmacies,  but  patients 
were  more  important. 

Mr  Irvine  says  he  expects  no 
problems  with  planning 
permission  or  approval  of 
premises,  and  the  new  pharmacy 
will  open  '  'as  soon  as  it  can" . 


Over  10,000 
AIDS  cases 
by  1992 

There  are  likely  to  be  between 
10,000  and  30,000  AIDS  cases 
diagnosed  in  England  and  Wales 
by  the  end  of  1992,  says  a 
Department  of  Health  report. 
Between  7,500  and  17,000  are 
likely  to  have  died. 

Over  the  next  10-15  years  at 
least  16,000-40,000  cases  of 
AIDS  are  expected  among  people 
already  infected  with  HIV.  By  the 
end  of  1992  HIV  infection  among 
drug  users  could  give  rise  to  1 ,000 
AIDS  cases. 

At  the  end  of  1987  there  were 


probably  between  20,000  and 
50,000  people  with  HIV  infection 
in  England  and  Wales,  of  whom 
some  13,000-30,000  were 
homosexual  and  2,000-5,000 
infected  by  heterosexual  contact. 

The  report  says  that  the 
number  of  new  cases  per  month  is 
increasing  less  rapidly,  probably 
as  a  result  of  behaviour  changes 
among  the  homosexual 
community.  But  it  would  be  a 
gross  error  to  regard  even  the 
lower  predictions  as  grounds  for 
complacency,  the  report  adds. 

"The  numbers  involved  are 
not  trivial,  and  the  time  span  of  the 
epidemic  is  such  that  substantial 
numbers  of  cases  will  occur  for 
many  years  even  under  favourable 
assumptions." 

"Short  term  prediction  of  HIV 
infection  and  AIDS  in  England  and 
Wales"  (HMSO,£6.50). 


RDC  says  'no' 
at  Distington 

The  Rural  Dispensing  Committee 
has  turned  down  an  application  for 
F.C.  Whelan  to  open  a  pharmacy 
in  Distington,  Cumbria. 

When  the  pharmacists  applied 
to  open,  the  Community  Health 
Council  sent  a  questionnaire  to  the 
local  dispensing  doctors'  patients 
asking  them  if  they  would  prefer  a 
pharmacy  or  doctor  dispensing  to 
continue  {C&D,  November  5). 
They  voted  in  favour  of  the  GPs. 

The  International  Baby  Food  Action 
Network  is  threatening  to  organise  a 
consumer  boycott  of  products 
from  babymilks  manufacturers  to 
stop  them  giving  free  supplies  to 
hospitals  in  the  Third  World. 
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Move  to  use  'pharmacist' 
title  instead  of  'chemist' 


Nine  months 
for  £20,000 
NHS  fraud 


It  is  time  to  substitute  the  term 
"pharmacist"  for  "chemist" 
throughout  all  community 
pharmacies,  proposed  Andrew 
Watson  (Dumfries)  in  a  letter  to 
the  November  meeting  of  the 
NPA  Board. 

He  reminded  the  Board  that 
the  Royal  Society  of  Chemistry 
had  been  seeking  for  some  time  to 
have  exclusive  use  of  the  title 
"chemist".  He  felt  it  was  time 
that  pharmacists  accepted  this  and 
exhorted  them  to  "jump  before 
they  are  pushed". 

Board  members  sympathised 
with  bus  proposal.  It  was  noted  the 
public  was  now  recognising  the 
term  pharmacist  because  of  the 
success  of  the  "Ask  your 
pharmacist"  campaign.  It  was 
proposed  the  PR  department  start 
insisting  that  editors  use  the  term 
"pharmacist",  not  "chemist"  in 
the  syndicated  feature  sent  to 
local  papers  by  the  NPA. 
Nurse  prescribing:  A  letter  has  been 
received  from  the  Advisory  Group 
on  Nurse  Prescribing  asking  for 
the  NPA's  views.  The  group  was 
appointed  earlier  this  year  to 
advise  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Health  on  professional  and  ethical 
issues  of  prescribing  by  nurses. 

The  Board's  reply  emphasises 
the  need  for  suitable  training: 
"The  ultimate  responsibility  for 
the  care  of  patients  in  the 
community  must  remain  with  the 
patient's   GP.   We  have  no 


From  January  1 ,  1 989,  the  use  of 
child-resistant  containers  (CRCs) 
becomes  a  professional 
requirement  for  all  dispensed  solid 
dose  oral  preparations  other  than 
those  packed  in  strips  or  blisters 
or  other  special  containers,  as 
detailed  in  a  recent  Council 
Statement. 

Despite  the  resistance  to  the 
use  of  CRCs  by  some  patients 
there  has  been  a  reduction  of 
accidental  ingestion  of  adult 
medicines  by  children  from  more 
than  7,000  to  less  than  2,000  per 
year,  says  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  NPA  reminds 
pharmacists  that  if  they  do  not 
have  a  range  of  CRCs  in  stock, 
orders  should  be  placed  now. 

The  NPA  is  offering  the 
original  "Safety  of  medicines" 
counter  display  card,  which 
explains    the    "whys  and 


objections  to  doctors  delegating 
some  of  their  prescribing  to 
suitably  trained  persons ,  including 
nurses,  but  such  persons  must  be 
accountable  to  the  patient's 
doctor  and  work  in  close  co- 
operation with  him." 

The  NPA  noted  that  the 
training  of  registered  general 
nurses  equipped  them  to 
prescribe  most  of  the  dressings, 
appliances  and  chemical  reagents, 
specified  in  the  Drug  Tariff,  and 
these  tasks  could  be  within  their 
remit  provided  suitable  guidelines 
were  agreed.  In  some  specialised 
areas  nurses  could  be  trained  to 
prescribe  certain  defined  classes 
of  medicines  and  to  vary  to  dosage 
and  timing  of  instructions  for 
medicines  prescribed  by  doctors. 

The  reply  concluded  that  the 
medical  and  pharmaceutical 
professions  should  be  involved  in 
drawing  up  training  competencies 
for  nurses  and  such  qualifications 
should  be  nationally  recognised. 
Accounting  programme:  There  have 
been  a  few  complaints  about  the 
Sage  accounting  program 
recommended  by  the  NPA.  The 
program  vetted  by  the  NPA  was 
the  "Sage-Accountant",  a 
straightforward  standard 
accounting  package  without  stock 
control  or  invoicing.  Mr  Taylor  felt 
members  should  be  advised  that 
when  they  required  the  latter  they 
should  consider  the  top  of  the 
range    program  "Financial 


wherefores"  of  CRCs  to  the 
patient,  and  also  prescription  bag 
stuffers  and  a  leaflet  bearing  a 
similar  message. 

In  view  of  the  possible  legal 
consequences  arising  from  not 
using  CRCs  at  the  patient's 
request,  the  NPA  is 
recommending  the  use  of  a  "no 
CRC "  stamp  which  also  has  a  box 
for  the  patient's  initial.  For  regular 
patients  and  nursing  homes  the 
NPA  suggests  a  record  card, 
again  signed  by  the  patient  or 
representative.  The  endorsement 
on  an  FP10  has  been  cleared  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  with  the 
Department  of  Health  as  it  is  not 
currently  "officially  recognised". 

The  display  card,  stamp  and 
stuffers  are  available  for  purchase 
from  the  NPA  and,  if  there  is  a 
demand,  a  record  card  or  book  will 
be  made  available  later. 


controller"  or  possibly  the 
"Accountant  plus"  programmes. 
Diabetics  and  corn  cures:  A  letter  has 
been  received  from  Cuxson 
Gerrard  in  response  to  the 
Board's  suggestion  that  the  NPA 
produce  a  show  card  for  use  on 
merchandising  stands  warning 
diabetics  about  the  use  of  corn 
solvent.  Included  with  this  letter 
was  an  example  of  a  leaflet  which 
Cuxson  Gerrard  are  proposing  to 
distribute  to  pharmacies  in  April 
1989.  The  leaflet  sets  out  the  do's 
and  don'ts  and  included  a  final 
reminder  that  "if  in  doubt  always 
consult  your  state  registered 
chiropodist,  doctor  or  local 
chemist".  The  Board  approved 
this  action  but  decided  to  ask  the 
company  to  substitute  the  term 
"pharmacist"  for  "chemist". 
Bad  prescription  writing:  Peter  Taylor 
(Newcastle-under-Lyme) 
considered  urgent  action  is 
required  as  the  problem  of  bad 
prescription  writing  is  becoming 
serious.  He  proposed  that  all 
doctors  should  be  encouraged  to 
type  their  prescriptions  or  have 
them  written  by  a  computer 
printer;  this  could  be  achieved  by 
more  frequent  references  to  the 
increasing  cost  of  litigation  and 
settling  third  party  claims. 

Dr  Hopkin  Maddock 
(Cornwall)  reported  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
discussed  the  matter  with  the 
British  Medical  Association,  who 
agreed  prescriptions  should  be 
properly  written  but  little  action 
had  been  taken. 

Lewis  Priest  (London),  while 
he  did  not  disagree  with  Mr 
Taylor,  found  that  typewritten 
prescription  forgeries  were  more 
difficult  to  detect  than  those 
written  by  hand.  Jeremy 
Clitherow  (Liverpool)  reminded 
the  Board  that  doctors'  Terms  of 
Service  required  prescriptions  to 
be  properly  signed  with  the 
doctor's  "surname  in  full  and  one 
forename  or  initial".  An  illegible 
name  was  a  breach  of  the  Terms 
of  Service,  he  suggested. 

The  Board  adopted  Mr 
Taylor's  proposal  that  evidence 
be  collected  by  the  NPA  in  the 
form  of  illegible  or  ambiguous 
prescriptions  for  presentation  to 
the  BMA. 

Needle  exchange  schemes  —  liability  and 
insurance:  The  December  "Pink 
Supplement"  will  contain  a 
revised  note  on  this  subject. 
Keep  Sunday  Special  —  Wales:  The 
Welsh  Branch  of  the  Keep  Sunday 
Special  Campaign  has  asked  NPA 
to  appoint  a  representative  to 
their  campaign  committee.  Mr 
Jones,  vice-chairman  (Glamorgan) 
is  to  represent  the  NPA. 


A  Highland  pharmacist  has  been 
jailed  for  nine  months  for  a  I 
prescription  fraud  which  netted  1 
him  £20,000.  George  Burness 
was  told  he  had  brought  dishonour 
on  himself  and  on  a  respected 
profession  (C&D  November  26 
p916). 

The  comments  were  made  by 
Sheriff  James  Fraser  at  Dingwall 
Sheriffs  Court  as  he  turned  down  |; 
a  plea  to  allow  Mr  Burness  liberty 
at  the  resumption  of  the  hearing 
on  December  2. 

Mr  Burness  —  a  former 
finance  committee  chairman  of  the 
Highland  Regional  Council  as  well  |l 
as  a  member  of  Ross  &  Cromarty  j 
District  Council  —  had  admitted 
he  obtained  £20,000  by  fraud  from  j 
the  NHS  over  a  12-month  period  : 
until  March  31  this  year,  by 
falsifying  doctors'  prescriptions  i 
which  he  passed  on  for  payment. 
The  offences  occurred  while  he 
was  contesting  the  Banff  and  I 
Buchan  Parliamentary  seat  for  the 
Social  Democrats  at  the  last 
general  election. 

His  downfall  began  when  the  p 
Aberdeen  pricing  bureau  became 
suspicious  about  prescriptions 
being  forwarded  for  payment  from 
his  pharmacy  in  Dingwall  High 
Street. 

Defence  QC  Mr  B .  Taylor  said 
that  Mr  Burness  —  who  admitted 
one  previous  conviction  for  a  I 
breach  of  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act 

—  was  certain  to  lose  his 
certificate  to  practise  as  a 
pharmacist.  He  has  already  put  his 
shop  up  for  sale. 

Mr  Taylor  claimed  this  and  the 
catastrophic  effect  of  the  offences 
on  a  public  figure  were  enough 
punishment.  Mr  Burness  had  | 
already  repaid  half  of  the  money 
which  he  fraudulently  gained  and  i 
he  applied  for  time  to  be  given  to  I 
repay  the  rest  to  the  public  purse  >i 

—  even  if  the  pharmacist's  house 
had  to  be  sold. 

But  Sheriff  Fraser  said:  "This 
was  a  deliberate  fraud  perpetrated 
over  a  period  of  time.  It  was 
neither  incidental  not  was  it  a  one- 
off  exercise. 

"I  also  bear  in  mind  that  you 
are  in  a  public  position  and,  even  i 
more,  had  the  respect  and  trust 
which  the  public  give  to  a  member 
of  your  profession  —  and  that  is 
considerable". 


Chemists  and  appliance  suppliers  in 
Northern  Ireland  dispensed  a  total  of 
1,134,704  prescriptions  (687,818 
forms)  in  August  at  a  gross  cost  of 
£7,278,972.52  (net  ingredient 
cost  £5,692,652.78;  oncost,  fees 
etc  £1,586,320.74). 


Reminder  on  use  of 
CRCs  after  Christmas 
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Driving  ban 
for  chemist 

An  Iver  pharmacist  who  was  a 
guest  of  honour  at  a  professional 
dinner  tried  to  park  his  car  when 
he  was  over  the  alcohol  limit,  Bow 
Street  Court  heard  last  week. 

Keith  Hill,  50,  of  94  High 
Street,  Iver,  who  has  a  pharmacy 
in  Eton,  and  supervises  three 
more  premises  in  Southampton, 
admitted  attempting  to  drink- 
drive  at  South  Audley  Street, 
Mayfair  on  November  4 . 

Police  saw  him  get  into  his  car 
and  move  a  short  distance  said 
Crown  Prosecutor  Timothy 
Banks.  A  breath  test  showed  an 
alcohol  level  of  87  meg. 

Mr  Hill  had  been  a  high  table 
guest  at  the  Grosvenor  Hotel  and 
did  not  intend  to  drive  as  he  knew 
he  would  be  drinking,  his  counsel 
said.  He  went  to  his  car  to  collect 
an  over-night  bag  to  take  to  his 
hotel  room  and  then  decided  to 
move  the  car  from  the  street  to 
the  safety  of  the  hotel  car  park. 

Mr  Hill  had  held  a  clean  licence 
for  35  years  and  needed  his  car  to 
visit  the  South  Coast  pharmacies 
and  to  take  oxygen  and  medical 
supplies  to  a  Bracknell  nursing 
home  in  emergencies. 

Magistrate  William  Robins  said 
he  took  the  points  into 
consideration  in  only  imposing  the 
minimum  ban  of  12  months.  Mr 
Hill  was  also  fined  £250  and 
ordered  to  pay  £20  costs. 

No  smoking 
on  March  8 

National  "No  Smoking  Day"  for 
1989  is  to  be  held  on  March  8  and 
the  Royal  Pharmaceutical  Society 
is  again  to  be  one  of  the  sponsors. 

A  leaflet  to  support  the 
campaign  is  to  be  distributed  to 
pharmacies  through  the  Family 
Health  Care  scheme  at  the 
beginning  of  February  so  it  can  be 
on  display  a  full  month  before  "No 
Smoking  Day." 


The  following  PL(PI)  licences  have 
been  published  in  The  London 
Gazette: 

Discount  Pharmaceutic als  l  td 

HI.  8223/0070       Eusapnmtab  Trimethoprim 
80mn, 

sulpha  metho- 
xazole  400mg 

PL  8223/0071       Eusaprim       I  rimethoprim 
Forte  tab  IhllmK. 

sulphametho- 
xazole  800mg 

Eurochem  Ltd 

PL  5513/0269       Induud  indomethacin 
Retard  75mj;  75m« 

PL  5513/0261       Myleran2mg  Busulphan 
tab  2mg 

Whitworth  Pharmaceuticals  Lid 

PL  4423/0165       Cii  atrene  15g  Neomycin 

i ream  sulphate  3.300 

iu.zint 

bacitracin  250 


TOPICAL  REF 


Inhibiting? 


There  was  a  long  letter  in 
last  week's  C&D  from  J. 
Newbould  of  Rotherham. 
He  suggests  the  special 
meeting  proposed  by  the 
directors  of  Unichem  comes 
as  a  surprise,  and  since  the 
meeting  is  being  called  to 
change  the  rules  of  that 
society,  not  only  must 
members  be  aware  of  what 
is  being  proposed,  but  they 
should  reject  the  proposals 
since  they  would  make 
future  attempts  by 
members  to  influence  the 
direction  by  means  of  a 
special  meeting  almost  impossible.  The 
measures,  if  adopted,  would  seem  to 
make  it  virtually  impossible  for  an  ordinary 
member  successfully  to  call  a  special 
meeting. 

Worse  still,  whereas  in  the  past  it  was 
necessary  for  that  member  to  "specify 
the  business  to  be  discussed" ,  under  the 
new  proposals  he  would  have  to  put  up  a 
written  resolution.  Only  that  would  be 
discussed,  and  no  amendments  would  be 
permitted,  thus  effectively  stifling  real 
development.  Surely  if  a  meeting  was 
called  under  the  existing  rules  to  discuss 
areas  of  policy  which  were  giving  rise  to 
concern,  on  fuller  explanation  from  the 
chair  for  example,  the  bulk  of  those 
present  might  well  wish  to  direct  policy  in 
ways  different  from  the  original  ideas? 

Members  should  ask...  "Whose 
company  is  it?"  If  the  proposals  go 
through  members  might  technically  own 
it,  for  the  time  being,  but  its  direction, 
policy  and  control  will  have  passed 
effectively  into  the  hands  of  its 
management  until  it  is  sold. 

Whose  body  is  it 
anyway? 

This  is  the  headline  from  an  article  by 
Donald  Gould,  published  in  the  New 
Scientist  (Nov  19),  and  forwarded  to  me  by 
D.V.  Brandon  of  Poole,  Dorset,  for 


comment.  It  appears  the 
Government  has  decided 
that  any  do-it-yourself  AIDS 
testing  kits  should  be 
outlawed  for  use  by  the 
general  public  and  that 
testing  should  take  place 
only  under  a  registered 
medical  practitioner  so 
counselling  can  be  given. 

Now  the  gist  of  the 
article  is  that  if  someone  is 
clever  enough  to  come  up 
with  a  test  which  will  tell  us 
what  is  going  on  in  our  own 
bodies,  then  what  right  has 
anyone  to  say  we  can  only 
get  it  via  a  GP?  As 
pharmacists  we  already 
provide  blood  pressure 
monitoring  services,  can  easily  check  for 
diabetes,  and  undertake  pregnancy 
testing.  It  may  be  as  a  result  of  such 
independent  tests  that  people  are  advised 
to  seek  medical  help.  I  cannot  see  any 
reason  why  anyone  responsible  or 
worried  enough  to  want  an  HIV  test 
should  not  be  able  to  get  it  without  being 
required  by  law  to  go  to  a  doctor.  It  is  an 
unreasonable  monopoly. 

D.V.  Brandon  thinks  that  we  are 
letting  opportunities  for  service  go  by 
default  due  to  the  Society's  lack  of 
initiative.  He  suggests,  and  I  agree,  that 
we  could  have  had  a  more  positive  lead  in 
things  like  advice  on  what  to  charge  for 
blood  pressure  tests.  HIV  testing?  Within 
our  capacity.  Perhaps  the  Society  would 
come  up  with  guidelines? 


Self  help 


In  "Topics  in  Treatment'  last  week  it 
was  timely  to  be  reminded  of  our 
responsibility  for  advising  our  customers 
on  how  and  when  to  take  any  medication 
they  obtain  from  us.  I've  never  been  too 
impressed  with  the  classification  of  people 
(my  socialist  background)  but  accept  that 
a  poor  education  and  limited  money  are 
likely  to  indicate  a  limited  understanding  of 
the  nature  of  modern  drug  therapy.  Our 
success  lies  in  whether  we  can  give  these 
patients  the  understanding  they  need  in 
ways  which  make  them  feel  enriched  from 
their  contact  with  us.  Self  help? 
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RPOINTS 


Kimberly-Clark  are  moving  into 
the  incontinence  market  with  a 
product  they  have  been  selling 
successfully  in  the  United  States 
for  around  four  years.  Depend  is 
to  be  launched  in  the  UK  in 
January,  and  is  to  benefit  from  a 
promotional  support  package 
worth  some  £1 .5m  in  the  first  year 
—  that's  roughly  equivalent  to  the 
size  of  the  retail  incontinence 
market  in  the  UK  at  the  moment, 
according  to  Kimberly-Clark. 

The  Depend  range  includes 
shields  (pack  of  18,  £3.09  rsp), 
which  resemble  an  enlarged 
sanitary  towel  but  are  designed  to 
be  much  more  absorbent; 
undergarments  in  normal  or  extra 
absorbency  (packs  of  12  and  10, 
respectively,  £3.09)  which  are 
held  in  place  by  two  elasticated 
straps  and  fitted  briefs  (10,  £7.19) 
which  are  similar  to  a  disposable 
nappy  with  resealable  tapes. 

The  shields,  which  are  held  in 
place  by  an  adhesive  strip  along 
one  side,  are  intended  for  people 
who  have  light  bladder  control 
problems. 

.  The  undergarments  are 
intended  for  people  who  are  more 
incontinent  and  will  fit  up  to  54  inch 
hips.  The  briefs  are  for  heavily 
incontinent  people. 

Chris  Porter,  who  runs 
Kimberly-Clark 's  incontinence 
business  in  Europe,  expects  the 
shield  to  be  used  primarily  by 
women,  for  whom  it  is  probably 
more  suitable.  The  undergarment 
accounts  for  around  80  per  cent  of 
Depend  sales  in  the  US  and  got  a 
favourable  response  from 
consumers  in  the  UK  when  the 


Kimberly-Clark  to 
launch  Depend 


product  was  test  marketed  in 
Thanet  in  Kent  in  1984.  The  fitted 
briefs  are  likely  to  be  worn  at  night 
because,  unlike  the 
undergarments  which  are  open- 
sided,  they  should  contain  any 
urine  even  when  the  wearer  is 
lying  on  his  or  her  side. 

The  target  market  for  these 
products  is  people  over  55  years 
old.  Kimberly-Clark  estimate  that 
there  could  be  almost  three  million 


incontinent  people  in  the  UK,  77 
per  cent  of  whom  are  women. 
During  test  marketing  it  was 
found  that  32  per  cent  of  sufferers 
used  an  incontinence  product;  17 
per  cent  use  a  variety  of  things 
including  bathroom  tissue, 
sanitary  towels  or  cloths  and  51 
per  cent  used  nothing.  At  present 
in  the  UK  about  12  per  cent  of 
incontinence  products  are  bought 
from  retail  outlets  with  the 


National  Health  Service  supplying 
the  other  88  per  cent.  Chris 
Porter  expects  that  by  1993 
around  58  per  cent  of  products  will 
be  sold  through  retail,  and  42  per 
cent  supplied  by  the  NHS. 

To  support  the  launch  of 
Depend,  Kimberly-Clark  have 
planned  a  £750,000  women's 
magazine  advertising  campaign. 
There  are  to  be  150,000  trial 
packs  with  coupons  for  50p  off 
next-purchase  inside,  plus  two 
million  coupons  in  magazines 
which  can  be  used  to  ask  for  more 
information  or  sample  product. 
And  there  is  to  be  a  free  telephone 
advice  line  offering  product 
information  and  samples. 

In  January  there  is  to  be  a  mail 
out  to  all  pharmacies  consisting  of 
product  information  and  samples. 
Chris  Porter  says  pharmacists  will 
be  actively  encouraged  to  stock 
the  whole  range. 

As  an  incentive,  chemists 
ordering  a  case  (six  packs)  of  each 
of  the  four  variants  will  receive  a 
merchandising  unit  with  28  sample 
packs  each  retailing  at  £0.75,  with 
a  coupon  for  50p  off  next  full  pack 
inside.  The  merchandiser  also 
carries  100  consumer  information 
leaflets.  Kimberly-Clark  will  also 
be  giving  chemists  forms  that  their 
customers  can  fill  in  which  will 
entitle  them  to  buy  Depend  net  of 
VAT.  This  can  be  done  because 
incontinence  is  classified  as  a 
disability  so  products  for  it  are 
exempt  of  VAT.  Pharmacists  will 
have  to  keep  the  forms  for 
possible  inspection  by  the  Inland 
Revenue,  say  Kimberly-Clark 
Ltd.  Tel  0622  77700. 


Cymex  gets 

the 
treatment 

De  Witt  International  are  planning 
a  nationwide  campaign  for  Cymex 
cold  sore  treatment. 

Starting  this  month,  the 
campaign  will  run  until  February 
1989,  to  take  advantage  of  the 
seasonal  peak  months  for  cold 
sores. 

Advertisements  will  run  in  the 
popular  national  press,  including 
The  Sun,  The  Mirror,  The  Star 
and  The  Mail.  De  Witt 
International.  Tel:  01-441  9310. 


Toofy  Pegs 

Dental  Projects  (Laboratories) 
are  planning  a  national  promotion 
for  their  toothache  "  first  aid  "  kit 
Toofy  Pegs  (rsp  £2.25). 

Advertising  in  national 
newspapers  and  women's 
magazines  begins  in  the  New  Year 
for  the  product  which  consists  of  a 
herbal  tincture  based  on  clove  oil, 
mouthwash  tablets  and  a 
temporary  filling  material, 
blistered  on  a  card  with 
instructions  on  the  back. 

The  company  says  the  product 
has  up  to  now  been  sold  mainly 
abroad.  Now  it  is  being  given  a  full 
launch.  As  well  as  being  promoted 
to  pharmacies  it  is  also  to  be  sold 
through  health  shops. 


The  product  is  available  from 
wholesalers  or  direct  from  Dental 
Projects  (Laboratories)  Ltd.  Tel: 
0932780303. 


On  trial 

United  Toiletries  &  Cosmetics 
will  be  promoting  their  Supreme 
Collection  range  of  perfumes, 
during  the  early  part  of  1989  with 
a  minature  of  the  full  size  60ml 
bottle. 

The  30ml  trial  size  (£3.50)  in 
four  of  the  seven  Supreme 
fragrances  —  Talk  of  the  Town, 
Success,  White  Magic  and  Miami 
—  is  only  on  limited  availability. 
United  Toiletries  &  Cosmetics, 
Tel:  01-670  4433. 


The  old 
school  tie 

Cosmetics  Consultants  have 
produced  a  new  after  shave  for 
men  called  Old  School  Tie. 

They  say  that  the  fragrance, 
which  is  distributed  by  RWS  Fine 
Products  Ltd,  has  a  base  of 
lavender,  Italian  bergamot, 
Mexican  lime  and  Spanish  spike 
together  with  woody  undertones 
of  Sri  Lankan  cinnamon  or 
Magdalasay  Clove.  There  is  also  a 
woody  aromatic  accent  of 
Canadian  cedarleaf  and  Indonesian 
patchouli,  say  Cosmetic 
Consultants.  RWS  Fine  Products 
Ltd.  Tel:  0280  704367. 
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Unichem  have  doubled  the  prize 
fund  for  members  and  staff  in  their 
1989  promotional  scheme,  to  be 
called  Counter  Credit,  to  £1 
million.  The  scheme  starts  in 
January  and  heralds  what 
marketing  director  Bill  Hart 
describes  as  "Unichem's  OTC 
year  —  a  chance  to  increase  our 
market  share". 

The  monthly  promotional 
booklet  will  be  divided  into  three 
sections  —  OTC,  own  label,  and 
sundries.  Purchases  from  the 
OTC  section  count  towards  the 
promotion.  The  number  of  special 
promotional  lines  will  be  reduced 
to  55. 

Last  year's  Golden  Prospects 
promotion  saw  sales  on 
promotional  lines  increase  by  45 
per  cent  in  the  months  January  to 
August.  Bill  Hart  says  he  will  be 
happy  for  a  30  per  cent  increase 
this  year.  He  also  said  the  sales 
force  has  been  restructured  to 
attack  the  OTC  market. 

The  Counter  Credit  scheme 
works  on  a  points  system: 
members  are  given  30  points  or 
"credits"  for  every  £20  spent  on 
OTC  products  featured  in  the 
monthly  Counter  Credit 
promotional  offer  book. 

There  is  no  top  limit  to  credits 


Unichem  go  for 
Counter  Credit 


—  the  more  spent,  the  more 
credits  earned. 

Credits  can  be  redeemed 
against  any  of  the  gift  items 
featured  in  an  Award  Collection 
'89  catalogue,  the  most  expensive 
being  a  1.3  Metro  City  X  saloon 


(although  Unichem  acknowledge 
several  retailers  will  need  to  club 
together  to  raise  enough  credits  to 
afford  it  —  there  is  no  objection  to 
this).  Members  will  be  issued  with 
a  Counter  Credit '  'cheque  book 
for  ordering  catalogue  items,  a 


pen,  calculator,  and  Award 
catalogue  in  January. 

Every  month  they  will  be  sent 
a  statement  with  the  following 
month's  promotional  offer  book 
showing  how  many  credits  they 
have. 

In  addition  to  the  Award 
Collection,  there  are  instant  cash 
prizes  of  up  to  £5,000  to  be  won  by 
35  members  every  month.  Every 
£20  spent  by  a  member  entitles 
him  to  one  entry  of  his  account 
number  into  a  monthly  prize  pool. 
Winning  account  numbers  will  be 
published  monthly  in  the 
promotional  offer  book. 

In  January  and  February, 
members'  staff  will  each  be  issued 
with  a  uniquely  numbered 
Counter  Credit  card.  From  March 
onwards,  random  card  numbers 
will  appear  monthly  in  the 
promotional  offer  book,  offering 
165  cash  prizes  per  month  for 
staff. 

Members  and  staff  can  claim 
their  monthly  prizes  by  calling  the 
24  hour  Counter  Credit  hotline 
(01-397  5106).  Pnzes  must  be 
claimed  within  two  months  of 
publication,  which  should  help  to 
encourage  careful  reading  of  the 
promotional  offer  book,  say 
Unichem  Ltd.  Tel:  01-391  2323. 


Numark  hits 
the  multivits! 


Love 
letters . . . 

Shulton  have  produced  support 
for  their  Rapport  male  fragrance 
through  a  collection  of  "famous 
names"  love  letters. 

The  letters  tie  in  with  the 
Rapport  commercial  which 
emphasises  faithfulness  and 
commitment,  and  contains  copies 
of  letters  from  Pliny,  Byron, 
Liszt,  Oliver  Cromwell,  and 
Henry  VIII,  to  their  respective 
women.  "The  Rapport  Love 
Letters  Collection"  is  presented 
in  a  ribbon-bound  folder  featuring 
the  visual  from  the  Rapport 
advertising. 

The  collection  will  be 
distributed  to  the  consumer  via 
special  reader  offers  in  national 
womens'  magazines  from 
November,  1988,  until  February, 
1989,  making  the  perfect 
Valentines'  token,  say  Shulton 
(Great  Britain)  Ltd.  Tel:  091-237 
1231. 


Tropical 

Warner  Lambert's  Hawaiian 
Tropic  Ski  Pro  range  has  been 
repackaged  in  slimline,  easy  to 
hold  tubes  which  fit  neatly  into  the 
top  pocket  of  a  ski  suit,  say 
Warner-Lambert.  For 
convenience,  the  lids  also  have  flip 
tops,  they  say.  Warner  Lambert 
Healthcare.  Tel:  0703  620500. 


Numark  are  launching  multi 
vitamins  and  multi  vitamins  with 
iron. 

Both  come  in  bottles  of  60 
tablets  (£1.25  rsp)  with  a 
recommended  dose  of  one  a  day. 
They  are  boxed  in  outers  of  12. 

The  theme  of  the  January 
Numark  promotion  is  "Sale"  and 
merchandising  materials  will  be 
supplied  on  this  theme. 

Key  lines  on  promotion  include 
Finale  non-aerosol  hairspray, 
Impulse  body  spray,  Kleenex 
paper  range,  Lynx  body  spray  and 
shower  gel,  Simplicity  range, 
Promise,  SR  and  Signal 
toothpaste,  and  Silvikrin 
hairspray,  fixing  spray,  gel  and 
mousse,  all  extra-filled. 


Family  Carelines  include 
Aspro  family,  Beechams  hot 
remedies,  Benylin  Day  &  Night 
tablets,  Contrapain  range,  Cream 
E45,  Wash  E45  and  Hc45,  Crinx 
conforming  bandage  BP, 
Cymalon,  Day  and  Night  Nurse 
liquid  and  capsules,  elastic 
adhesive  bandage  BP,  Interdens, 
Lemsip,  Nurofen,  Panadol, 
Ralgex  range  and  Sinutab. 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing 
Ltd.  Tel:  0985  215555. 


Network  Management  have  given  up 
distribution  of  the  product  Wet  n' 
Wild.  It  will  be  handled  by 
Richards  &  Appleby  in  the  future 
Richards  &  Applebv.  Tel:  0695 
20111. 


Spring  slim 
from  Intrim 

Pharmagen  are  no  longer  acting  as 
a  sales  force  for  Intrim  diet  foods. 
HtB  will  now  provide  a  full 
marketing  and  sales  support 
service. 

HtB  will  be  offering  a  special 
opening  deal  to  promote  and 
supply  diet  products  from  January 
2,  1989.  Pranavite  Slim  will  be 
priced  at  £12.95,  at  a  discount  of 
£1.85;  Intrim  5  day  diet  will  be 
priced  at  £11.60,  a  discount  of 
£1.20;  Intrim  Diet  Dessert  (Kelp 
lecithin  tablets)  will  be  priced  at 
£4.45,  a  saving  of  45p;  Interim 
Superplex  multivitamin  and 
mineral  tablets  will  cost  £5.90,  a 
saving  of  70p;  and  Bioharmony 
will  cost  £23.80,  a  saving  of  £1 .00. 
HtB  (UK)  Ltd.  Tel:  053248811. 


Go  Galenco 

Galenco  are  to  introduce  a  range 
of  one  litre  creme  bath  products  in 
five  new  fragrances. 

The  fragrances  are  apple, 
freesia,  magnolia  and  peach.  All 
contain  a  combination  of  aloe  vera 
and  natural  palm  oils  and  are  said 
to  care  for  dry  and  sensitive  skin. 

The  creme  bath  has  an  rsp  of 
£1 .45  and  has  an  attractive  bottle 
and  shape  with  a  gold  embossed 
label,  say  Galenco.  Tel:  0635 
71771. 
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Take  it  off 
with  Make-offs 


Varta 
batteries  go 
Green 

From  the  beginning  of  next  year 
Varta's  zinc  chloride  batteries  will 
be  mercury-free. 

The  new  versions  of  the 
fastest  selling  batteries  in  the 
company's  Silver  Range  —  HP7, 
HP11  and  HP2  sizes  -  are 
expected  to  be  in-store  in  the  New 
Year  with  the  rest  of  the  range  to 
follow. 

Varta  say  they  have  been 
reducing  the  amount  of  mercury  in 
their  batteries  over  the  past  three 
years.  At  the  moment,  however, 
it  is  not  technically  possible  to 
eliminate  mercury  from  alkaline 
batteries.  Distributed  by  Chemist 
Brokers,  division  of  Food  Brokers 
Ltd.  Tel.  0705219900. 

Migrated 
painkiller 
now  national 

Chatfield  Laboratories  are 
launching  their  Migrafen  brand  of 
ibuprofen  200mg  tablets 
nationally.  The  sugar  coated 
tablets  have  been  on  test  market 
in  the  Yorkshire  region  since  July. 

As  with  other  ibuprofen  OTC 
lines  the  product  is  Pharmacy 
only,  and  is  indicated  for  relief  of 
migraine  headaches,  rheumatic 
pain,  muscular  pain,  backache, 
neuralgia  and  colds  and  flu.  The 
dose  is  two  tablets  three  times  a 
day. 

The  price  per  pack  of  24 
tablets  is  £1.45.  The  packs  are 
available  in  display  outers  of  12 
(£9.48) .  A  launch  offer  of  15  by  24 
tablets  invoiced  as  12  by  24  tablets 
is  available  until  the  end  of  January 
1989.  Chatfield  Laboratories.  Tel: 
01-370  4664. 


Tendertouch  takes  on  a  new 
cosmetic  dimension  with  the 
introduction  of  Make-offs,  a 
complete  system  for  make-up 
removal. 

There  are  six  products,  both 
moist  and  dry,  in  the  Make-offs 
range.  Covered  cosmetic  pads 
have  a  non-woven  cover  which 
prevents  linting  and  aids 
absorbency  (50,  £0.99).  The 
cotton  wool  puffs  are  100  per  cent 
cotton  in  blue/white  or  pink/white 
and  are  packaged  in  a  box  suitable 
for  the  dressing  table  (48,  £0.79). 
Make-offs  eye  make-up  remover 
pads  are  fragrance-free  and  non- 
oily  (30,  £0.79),  while  the  face 
make-up  remover  pads  contain  a 
light,  non-greasy  cleanser  which 
also  moisturises  the  skin  (30, 
£1.09).  The  toning  wipes  are 
fragrance-free,  contain  witch 
hazel,  and  can  be  used  as 
refreshing  wipes  as  well  as  facial 
toners  (80,  £1.89).  Finally,  the 
nail  varnish  remover  pads  have  a 
lanolin-free  and  acetone-free 
formulation  which  conditions  as 
well  as  cleans  (30,  £0.79);  they 
are  packed  in  a  bright  pink  pot  to 
differentiate  from  the  eye  make- 


Gamier  are  launching  two  Ambre 
Solaire  wrinkle  defence  tanning 
creams  for  the  face,  in  factors  4 
and  12. 

The  creams,  which  cost  £4.99 
and  £5.89  respectively,  and  are 
said  to  contain  a  biological  complex 
which  contributes  to  protection 
and  suppleness. 

For  1989,  the  Aftersun  range 
will  be  strengthened  with  an 
Aftersun  Tan  Maintainer  (150ml, 
£4.39)  which  is  said  to  be 
moisturising  and  soothing,  but 


up  remover  pads. 

Targetted  at  16-35  year  olds, 
Make-offs  will  be  sold  from 
January,  and  will  be  advertised  in 
women's  magazines  from  the 
February  issues.  Public  relations 
activity;  in-store  demonstrations 
in  larger  outlets;  consumer 
promotions;  couponing;  free 
samples  and  covermounting  will 
also  support  the  range.  Display 
units  will  be  available  for  the  moist 
products,  and  special  prices  will  be 
offered  to  the  trade  for  the  first 
eight  weeks  of  the  launch. 

Smith  and  Nephew  Consumer 
Products  Ltd  regard  Make-offs  as 
offering  speed,  convenience  and 
value  for  money  in  the  £80m 
make-up  removal  market.  All 
sectors  of  the  market  are  said  to 
be  growing,  particularly  cotton 
wool  puffs  which,  with  a  growth 
rate  of  24  per  cent  year  on  year, 
are  now  estimated  to  be  worth 
£  1 1 .  9m .  Other  sectors  are  valued 
at  £4. 6m  for  cotton  wool  pads, 
£3m  for  eye  make-up  removers, 
£3. 8m  for  nail  varnish  remover 
and  £57. 4m  for  facial  cleansers. 
Smith  and  Nephew  Consumer 
Products  Ltd.  Tel:  021  3274750. 


also  contains  a  special  tanning 
agent  to  prolong  and  deepen  the 
tan,  say  Gamier. 

Gamier  are  also  introducing  a 
new  advanced  formula  for  all  sun 
protection  creams.  This  will 
consist  of  UV  (A&B)  filters  to  help 
screen  the  skin;  moisturising 
creams  and  a  complex  of  UV 
(A&B)  filters  and  vitamin  E, 
together  with  a  water  resistant 
formula  with  a  raw  material 
derivative  of  silicon.  Gamier  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-9375454. 


Xmas 
closings 

Beecham  Pharmaceuticals.  Offices  and 
despatch  departments  will  be 
closed  from  12.00  December  23 
to    08.45,    January    3.    An  1 
answerphone  service  for  orders 
will   operate   for   Beecham  I 
Research  on  01-560  2876  and 
Bencard  on  01-560  8972.  Other 
inquiries  should  be  directed  to 
security  staff  on  01-560  5151 . 
Cow  &  Gate  Clinical  Products  Division 
Orders  before  December  12  for  ja 
pre-Christmas  delivery.  Orders 
before  December  21  for  delivery 
before  the  New  Year. 
Rhone-Poulenc  Ltd.  Offices  and 
warehouse  will  be  closed  from 
12.00,  December  23  to  09.00, 
January  3.  Orders  for  delivery 
before  Christmas  must  have  been  ij 
received  before  December  5. 
Rorer  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  The  order 
office  will  be  closed  on  December 
26-27  and  January  2.  Orders  for  ! 
pre-Christmas  delivery  must  be 
placed  before  December  14. 
Squibb.  12.30,  December  23,  to  j 
09.00  January  3.  An  answerphone 
service  will  be  in  operation  at  all  I 
times;  Squibb  (051  677  2201)  and 
Surgicare  (051  677  2207).  A  line 
for  emergencies  only  will  also  be 
available  at  all  times  on  051-677 
0171. 

Syntex  Pharmaceuticals.  Orders  to  be  | 
in  sales  office  by  December  14  to 
ensure  pre-Christmas  delivery. 
Deliveries  recommence  on 
January  3,  with  approximately 
seven  days  delay  due  to  backlog. 
SterlingWinthrop  Group's  offices  will 
be  closed  from  13.00,  December 
23  until  09.00  January  3.  An 
answerphone  service  on  0483  i 
505515  will  be  in  operation  for  i 
emergency  medical  inquiries 
when  the  offices  are  closed. 
Orders  for  delivery  before 
Christmas  must  be  placed  before 
December  14. 

Thornton  &  Ross  Ltd.  The  factory  and  | 
offices  will  be  closed  on  December 
26-27  and  January  2. 
Warner-Lambert.  Midday,  December 
23,  to  January  3.  The  order 
department  (0495  762468)  will  be 
manned  from  08.00  -  17.00  on 
December  23,  28,  29  and  30.  At  I 
other  times,  Pontypool  security 
can  arrange  for  emergency  orders 
to  be  handled. 

The  medical  information 
department  at  Eastleigh  (0703 
620500)  will  be  staffed  for  urgent 
medical  inquiries  between  09.00  j!! 
—  17.00  as  above. 
The   Wellcome   Foundation  Ltd. 
Commercial  operations  at  Crewe  ] 
Hall   will   cease   at   12.00,  J 
December  23  and  restart  at  08.00 
January  3.  (0270  583151) 
William  Ransom  &  Son  will  be  closed  |j 
from  12.30,  December  23  until  |i 
08.30,  January  3. 


Ambre  Solaires 
defence  systems 
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Elida  Gibbs  are  planning  a  £2m 
January  relaunch  of  their  All  Clear 
dandruff  brand,  to  stress  "its 
kindness  to  the  hair  as  well  as  its 
efficacy." 

They  aim  to  attract  the 
younger  user  in  the  16-24  age 
range,  and  bring  them  into  the 
anti-dandruff  market,  perhaps  for 
the  first  time. 

The  new  bottle  shape  will 
feature  modern  turquoise,  purple, 
and  blue  graphics  on  white,  with  a 
flip-top  dispenser.  Elida  Gibbs  are 
going  to  scrap  the  present  238ml 
and  145ml  sizes,  which  retail  for 
around  £1.25  and  £0.93 
respectively,  and  opt  for  a  single 
size  200ml  bottle  retailing  at 
around  £1.25. 

The  new  range  will  come  in 
three  variants  —  normal,  greasy 
and  frequent  use.  And  sales  are 
expected  to  break  down  more 
equally  than  at  present,  at  35  per 
cent,  35  per  cent  and  30  per  cent 
for  the  respective  variants. 

Elida  Gibbs  are  also 
introducing  an  increased  level  of 
Piroctol  anti-dandruff  agent 
together  with  a  conditioning 
agent,  herb  extracts  and  a  new 
range  perfume. 


All  Clear  to  ta 
the  young 


r. 


m  nhu 
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A  £lm  Press  campaign  will 
begin  in  February  and  will  include 
national  dailies,  Sunday  colour 
supplements,   TV  and  Radio 


Times  and  weekly  and  monthly 
magazines. 

There  will  also  be  a  £500,000 
national  Superlite  poster  campaign 


beginning  in  March  at  over  2,500 
sites,  and  a  £500,000  national 
cinema  campaign  from  April  to 
July  inclusive.  In  addition,  100,000 
full  bottle  sample  packs  will  be 
delivered  door-to-door  to  known 
dandruff  sufferers. 

Elida  Gibbs  say  that  30  per 
cent  of  people  are  prone  to 
dandruff,  with  25  per  cent  of 
women  and  35  per  cent  of  men 
suffering.  They  say  that  more 
frequent  washing  is  a  trend,  but 
that  many  people  are  concerned 
about  the  potential  harshness  of 
dandruff  shampoos. 

They  say  that  All  Clear  meets 
the  demand  for  "kindness  plus 
efficacy",  and  that  in  recent 
product  research  92  per  cent  felt 
that  AU  Clear  was  effective;  86  per 
cent  expressed  a  liking  for  the 
product;  84  per  cent  liked  the  new 
range  perfume,  and  87  per  cent 
said  that  they  would  buy  the  new 
product.  Elida  Gibbs  Ltd.  Tel: 
01-4861200.  

Weleda's  Calendula  Ointment  now 
has  a  Registered  Trade  Name: 
"Calendolon  Ointment",  But  it's 
still  the  same  product,  says  the 
company.  Weleda  (UK)  Ltd.  Tel: 
0602  303151. 


Two  from 
Reevecrest 

Reevecrest  Healthcare  Ltd  are 
introducing  two  health 
supplements.  Cardio  Q  Forte,  (30 
tablets,  £9.95)  claims  to  replenish 
the  body's  supply  of  Coenzyme 
Q10  as  an  aid  to  healthy  heart 
conditions. 

Its  second  launch,  Germanium 
Immuno-Forte,  has  been  devised 
to  combat  colds  and  influenza,  the 
company  says.  It  contains  organic 
germanium  and  comes  in  packs  of 
28  tablets  (£8.95).  Reevecrest 
Healthcare  Ltd.  Tel:  0486825738. 

Snap  it! 

New  point  of  sale  material  for 
Kodak  Ektachrome  HC  film  is 
now  available  to  retailers. 

A  counter  display  card  has 
been  designed  to  catch  the 
consumer's  eye  and  encourage 
them  to  take  a  copy  of  the  leaflet 
contained  within,  the  company 
says.  The  literature  is  "different" 
because  it  is  for  the  amateur. 
Kodak  Ltd.  Tel:  0442  61122. 


Clifford  gets 
a  cheer! 

Clifford  the  dragon  has  led  to  sales 
of  Listerine  mouthwash  doubling 
since  1985  say  Warner  Lambert, 
and  he  has  also  just  won  top  place 
in  Marketing's  "award  for 
innovation"  which  featured  for  the 
first  time  in  this  year's  IPA 
Awards  for  Advertising 
Effectiveness. 

Therefore  from  December  12 
the  pink  dragon  will  be  seen  once 
again  on  Granada  and  Central 
region  television  screens.  This  is 
extended  to  cover  STV,  Anglia 
and  Tyne  Tees  on  December  19. 
From  January  1  1989  the 
campaign  goes  national. 

By  the  New  Year  he  will 
have  wined  and  dined  725 
damsels,  and  have  had  a 
cumulative  £1 .8m  (MEAL)  spent 
on  him  over  the  year,  say  Warner 
Lambert  Health  Care.  Tel:  0703 
620500. 

Atlas  Cosmetics  of  Bideford,  Devon, 
have  been  acquired  by  3i  pic,  a 
leading  venture  capital 
organisation.  Atlas  Cosmetics. 
Tel:  02372  71771. 


ON  TV  NEXT  WEEK 


GTV  Grampian 
B  Border 
C  Central 

CTV  Channel  Islands 
LWT  London  Weekend 
C4  Channel  4 


U  Ulster 
G  Granada 
A  Anglia 

TSW  South  West 
TTV  Thames  Television 
TV-am  Breakfast 
Television 


STV  Scotland 

(central) 

Y  Yorkshire 

HTV  Wales  &  West 

TVS  South 

TT  Tvne  Tees 


Alka  Seltzer: 

All  areas 

Andrews  Answer: 

All  areas 

Andrex  family  tissues: 

All  areas 

Badedas: 

All  areas 

Brawn  Independent  2000  haircurlers: 

All  areas 

Braun  male  shavers  3000  series: 

All  areas 

Braun  toothbrushes: 

All  areas 

Brylcreem:               GTV,  STV,  G, 

Y,  C.LWT,  TTV,  TT&TVam 

Day  &  Night: 

All  areas 

Henara: 

TVam 

Insignia: 

All  areas 

Listerine: 

G,C 

Philips  Philishave: 

All  areas 

Resolve: 

All  areas 

Sanatogen: 

All  areas 

Sensodyne  toothpaste: 

All  areas  except  G,  A  &  TVam 

Sinutab: 

All  areas 

Tixylix: 

ITV,  C4 

QORE  PROFIT  FOR  YOU 
lore  power  over  pain 
vrthem... 

vhen  you  recommend 


Ibuprofen  tablets  200mg  •  Chatfield  Laboratories,  Kramer  Mews,  London  SW5 
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The  very  latest  addition  to  St**®oy. 

e°sterMilk  range. 
Soya  formulas  are  the  fastest  growing  area 
in  the  baby  milk  market.  Increasing  by  an 
incredible  28%  year  on  year.  Doctor's  prescriptions 
account  for  75%  of  these  sales.  Which  is  why  we 
are  also  blowing  our  own  trumpet  in  promotions  to 
doctors  and  other  health  professionals. 

OsterSoy  does  not  contain  any  animal  fats, 
unlike  some  other  soya  formulas.  Making  it 
suitable  not  only  for  cows'  milk  intolerant  babies 
but  also  vegetarians  and  members  of  certain 
religious  communities. 

So  stock  up  now.  A  lot  of  mums  will  be  asking 
for  OsterSoy.  Music  to  your  ears. 


protein 
formula 

for  infants  children  and  adults 

Complete  milk-free  nutrition 

450  gG 


For  samples  and  full  product  information 
please  write  to:  Farley  Health  Products  Limited, 
1  Thane  Road  West,  Nottingham  NG2  3AA. 


An  associate  company  of 


SCRPT  SPECIALS 


Allergen 
range  to  be 
discontinued 

Bayer  say  they  are  discontinuing 
the  Dome/Hollister  Stier  range  of 
allergen  products  from  February 
24  next  year. 

The  products  affected  are 
Allpyral,  Conjuvac,  Alpha-test, 
DHS  skin  testing  solutions,  and 
Albay  bee  and  wasp  venoms. 
Changes  in  the  advice  to  doctors 
using  such  products  —  that 
patients  should  be  observed  for 
two  hours  for  hypersensitivity 
reaction,  and  that  resuscitation 
equipment  should  be  available  — 
has  contributed  to  a  dramatic  fall- 
off  in  use  of  the  products. 

Products  will  continue  to  be 
manufactured  in  the  UK,  but  for 
export  only.  Pharmacists  wishing 
to  obtain  products  on  a  "named- 
patient"  basis  will  have  to  apply  to 
US  manufacturers. 
Dome/Hollister-Stier,  Division  of 
Miles  Inc.  Box  3145,  Spokane, 
Washington  99220,  USA. 


Compliance 
advice  for 
Turbohal 

Astra  say  that  many  patients  on 
inhaled  drugs  link  a  taste  or 
sensation  in  the  mouth  or  throat  — 
a  cold  effect  from  freon  in  inhalers 
or  a  deposit  on  the  tongue  from 
dry  powder  devices  —  with 
efficacy  in  the  lungs. 

The  company  points  out  that 
the  Bricanyl  Turbohaler  uses  no 
propellants,  additives  or  carrier 
substances,  producing  little  or  no 
taste  or  sensation,  and  so  might 
take  some  getting  used  to. 

Astra  say  that  if  patients  want 
evidence  that  their  Turbohaler  is 
working,  then  the  mouthpieces 
can  be  removed  by  pushing 
sideways  with  the  thumb  and  the 
dose  seen  by  looking  down  into 
the  inhaler  before  use .  After  use , 
they  can  check  the  dose  has  gone. 
Astra  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Tel: 
0927766191. 


Intermediate 
size  sheath 

Incare  Medical  Products  have 
added  a  new  intermediate  (30mm) 
size  (£17.55)  to  their  self- 
adhesive  sheath  range. 

The  inner  surface  of  the 
sheath  is  coated  with  adhesive 
eliminating  the  need  for  adhesive 
liners  or  strapping  and  simplifying 
application.  The  sheath  also 
incorporates  an  anti-reflux  flap, 
which  prevents  back-wash  of 
urine  along  the  penile  shaft.  The 
inner  flap  keeps  the  penis  dry, 
which  reduces  the  risk  of  irritation 
and  preserves  the  integrity  of  the 
adhesive.  The  sheath  is  rolled  on 
to  a  plastic  collar  which  holds  it 
open  for  application.  Incare 
Medical  Products.  Tel:  0734 
597211. 

Capoten 
changes 

From  December  12  a  revised 
presentation  of  Capoten  12.5mg 
tablets  is  being  introduced.  The 
new  tablets  are  larger  than  at 
present  and  are  slightly  mottled 
white,  flat-faced,  capsule-shaped 
tablets,  each  containing  captopril 
12.5mg,  debossed  "Squibb450" 
on  one  side,  with  a  single  break- 
bar  on  the  obverse  side. 

Squibb  say  the  new  tablets  are 
easier  to  break,  which  will  help 
patients  taking  a  6.25mg  (half 
tablet)  starting  dose  for  heart 
failure . 

In  addition,  the  new  tablets  will 
be  packed  in  glass  bottles  with 
roll-on  pilfer-proof  (ROPP)  caps 
—  noticeably  different  in 
appearance  to  the  present  white 
plastic  bottles.  Pack  size  remains 
the  same  at  100  tablets.  E.R. 
Squibb  &  Sons  Ltd.  Tel:  051  677 
2201. 


Norval  size 

Packs  of  Norval  tablets  lOmg  x 
90,  30mg  x  30  and  30mg  x  100  are 
likely  to  be  phased  out  this  month 
when  stocks  are  exhausted. 


Orders  for  the  Norval  lOmg  x 
90  tablet  pack  will  be  replaced  by 
the  new  original  pack  of  lOmg  x  84 
tablets  (in  multiples  of  five  packs) 
and  orders  for  30mg  x  30  and 
30mg  x  100  tablet  packs  will  be 
replaced  by  the  new  original  pack 
of  30mg  x  28  tablet  (in  multiples  of 
five  packs). 

Pharmacists  should  not  return 
existing  stock  for  credit,  but 
should  use  it  to  meet  existing 
demands,  say  Bencard.  Tel: 
01-5605151. 


New  Opilon 

Parke-Davis  have  reformulated 
their  Opilon  tablets  (thymoxamine 
40mg).  The  ingredients  remain  as 
before  but  improvements  in 
production  technology  now  allow 
for  a  tablet  that  is  easier  to 
swallow,  say  Parke-Davis.  Each 
biconvex  tablet's  diameter  is 
reduced  from  11mm  to  7mm,  they 
are  a  slightly  deeper  yellow  than 
previously,  and  have  no 
breakscore.  The  tablets  are  now 
packed  in  blister  strips  of  30 
tablets  presented  in  packs  of  120 
(£25.80),  rather  than  the  loose 
packs  of  50  or  250  which  will  now 
be  discontinued.  Parke -Davis 
Research  Laboratories.  Tel:  0703 
620500. 


Hoechst  go 
OPD... 

The  third  phase  of  Hoechst 's 
introduction  of  original  packs  for 
their  ethical  products  takes  place 
shortly. 

The  new  28  tablet  blister 
packs  will  be  introduced  this 
month  for:  Daonil  5mg  (£2.70 
basic  NHS),  Semi-Daonil  2.5mg 
(£1.62),  Lasix  40mg  (£1.44). 
Existing  pack  sizes  of  these 
products  will  continue  to  be 
available. 

A  30  tablet  blister  pack  of 
Daneral  SA  (£2.61)  will  be 
introduced  when  the  50  packs, 
which  are  discontinued,  are 
exhausted. 

Lasix  20mg  injection  (5x2ml) 
will  be  introduced  by  the  end  of 
the  year  (£1.29).  Lasikal  250 
tablet  packs  will  be  phased  out 


early  in  1989  and  the  100  tablet 
pack  maintained.  Hoechst  (UK) 
Ltd,  Pharmaceutical  Division. 
Tel:  01-570  7712. 


...and  Riker 


3M  Riker 

have  announced  a 

number  of  pack  changes  in  line 

with  the  move  to  original  pack 

dispensing.  The  changes  will  take 

place  over  the  next  four  months. 

After  the  introduction  of  the  new 

original  pack  sizes  any  orders  for 

old  sizes  will  be  filled  with  OPs  on 

a  pro  rata  basis. 

Product 

New  Old 

Price:  Date  of 

£  sale 

Acupan  tabs 

40  90 

13.80  Now 

100 

Alu-Capcaps 

100  120 

3.84  Now 

Calcisorb  sachet 

100x5g  90x5g 

19.71  Now 

Disalcid  caps 

100  120 

6.88  Now 

Hiprex  tabs 

100  60 

4.22  Now 

Numntac  tabs 

100  90 

2.48  Now 

Peptardtabs 

100  60 

3.03  Now 

Salbulin  tabs 

100  120 

1.04  Now 

2mg 

500 

Salbulin  tabs 

100  120 

2.00  Now 

4mg 

500 

Theodrox  tabs 

100  120 

1.88  Now 

Titralac  tabs 

100  180 

2  12  Now 

500 

Lergoban  tabs 

50  60 

2.22  Now 

200 

Nuelin  liquid 

500ml  200ml 

2.02  Now  to 

Nuelin  tabs 

100  90 

3.39  Feb  89 

Nuelin  SA  tabs 

100  60 

3.13  Feb  89 

179mg 

500 

Nueline  SA  tabs 

100  60 

4.39  Feb 89 

250mg 

500 

Pholtex  liquid 

100ml  200ml 

2.08  Feb 89 

1000ml 

3M  Riker.  Tel:  0509611611. 

BRIEFS  | 

Bristol-Myers  have  introduced  a  new 
Questran  carry  pack,  containing 
168  sachets  in  four  boxes  of  42 
sachets  (£70.21).  This  pack  will 
replace  the  existing  160  (4x40) 
pack.  Stocks  of  this  pack  will  be 
despatched  in  place  of  the  160 
sachet  pack  during  early 
December.  The  168  sachet  pack 
will  provide  28  days  therapy  at  the 
recommended  daily  dose  of  six 
sachets  per  day.  Bristol-Myers 
Pharmaceuticals.  Tel:  0895 
639911. 

Triludan  suspension  has  been 
reformulated  in  a  banana  flavoured 
sugar  free  presentation 
(terfenadine  30mg/5ml)  in  a  larger 
200ml  pack  (£7.31).  Merrell Dow 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Tel:  0784 
61600. 
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ALL  PRICES  ARE  REDUCED 
BUT  YOUR  MARGIN 
REMAINS  THE  SAME. 

Your  wholesaler  offers  a  special 
opening  deal  to  promote  and  display 

the  diet  products  from  the  2nd 
of  January.  Remember,  the  Diet 
Season  will  follow  the  Festive 
Season  and  we  would  like  you  to 
promote  our  range  of  products 
during  January/  February. Our 
Diets  are  the  Solid,  long  lasting  diets 
and  have  always  been  up  to 
"Coma  Recommendation"well 
before  these  were  decided  upon. 
They  are  not  here  today,  gone  tomorrow. 


SUM 


From  1st  December  Pharmagen  Ltd 
will  no  longer  act  as  our  Sales  Force. 
From  1st  Dec  '88  please  place  your 
orders  direct  with  the 
Wholesaler  of  your 
choice.Your  wholesaler 
and  HtB(UK)  Ltd,  will 
once  again  provide  the  full 
marketing  and  Sales 
Service.We  seek 
your  support 
to  ensure  a 
perfect  kick 
off  to  the 
Slimming 
Season. 


PLEASE  ORDER  IN  DECEMBER  FOR  JANUARY  DISP 

PROMOTION  JAN/ Fi 


PRANAVITE  SLIM 


1NTRIM  5  DAY  DIET 


INTRIM  DIET/  DESSERT 

(Kelp  Lecithin  tablets) 


INTRIM  SUPERPLEX 

(Multivitamin/  Multlmlneral  tablets) 


BIOHARMONY 


I0UR  FIGHT  HAS  ALWAYS  BEEN  TO  UPHOLD  if 

H.t.B.  (UK)  Ltd.  60  Osmondthorpe  Lane, 


NORMAL  R.R.S.P. 


£14.80 


£12.80 


£4.90 


£6.60 


NORMAL  %PROFIT  PRO* 


25% 


25% 


£24.80 


33.3% 


33.3% 


25% 


Tel:(0532)  487811.  Telex:  558348  Feast  G.  Fax:  0532  491935 


2S% 


33J% 


)UAlifY..ORDERNOW!| 

Is,  England.  LS9  9EF. 


PRACTICE  RESEARCH 


Prescribe  with  PRIDE 

Research  pharmacist  Felicity  Newton-Syms,  who  won  this  year's  C&D  Medal  and  Award  at  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference,  looks  at  the  reasons  for  embarking  on  the  Leeds  PRIDE  study  and  the  future 
implications  of  the  preliminary  results  which  show  a  pharmacist  "rep"  can  have  a  beneficial  influence  on  GP 

prescribing  habits. 


Many  factors  influence  the  pen  that  writes  on 
the  prescription  pad  —  the  question  behind  the 
PRIDE  (Prescribing  Review  and  Independent 
Drug  Evaluation)  research  study  in  Leeds  was 
whether  a  pharmacist  could  be  effectively 
employed  to  do  so  by  promoting  a  message  of 
rationalised  prescribing. 

With  the  Greenfield  Report  (1982) 
highlighting  the  growing  awareness  that 
prescribing  in  general  practice  is  less  than 
optimal,  it  was  noted  that  although  hospital 
doctors  were  being  offered  advice  on  drug 
usage  by  their  pharmacy  departments  there 
was  little  equivalent  support  for  their 
colleagues  in  general  practice.  Having  regard 
for  the  expanding  pharmaceutical  product 
market  and  the  increasing  problems  arising 
from  drug  toxicity,  there  was  a  perceived  need 
for  more  advice  and  drug  information  to  be 
provided  for  GPs. 

The  pharmaceutical  industry  uses  modem 
marketing  methods  to  modify  prescribing 
behaviour.  They  use  personal  interaction 
techniques  in  one-to-one  meetings  between 
representatives  and  doctors.  The  widespread 
use  of  sales  representatives  suggests  that  the 
industry  believes  such  promotional  methods 
to  be  effective.  Researchers  at  Harvard 
Medical  School  in  the  USA  have  shown  a 
reduction  in  expenditure  on  targeted  drugs 
when  using  the  marketing  approach  in  their 
educational  "detailing"  programme. 

The  Leeds  study 

The  aim  of  the  PRIDE  study  was  to 
investigate  whether  such  methods  could  be 
effective  in  promoting  independent  drug 
evaluation  advice  to  general  practitioners  in 
the  UK.  A  pharmacist  was  trained  as  an 
"academic  representative"  to  use  the 
commercial  methods  of  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  to  promote  drug  information  to 
individual  general  practitioners.  A 
representative  sample  group  of  150  doctors 
was  randomly  selected  from  the  328  doctors 
in  the  Leeds  FPC.  The  effect  of  the 
pharmacist  intervention  visits  on  the 
prescribing  trends  of  this  visited  group  of 
doctors  compared  with  the  control  group  of 
remaining  doctors  in  the  FPC  has  been 
evaluated  by  the  analysis  of  their  prescribing 
data,  both  before  and  after  each  intervention. 

The  therapeutic  messages  chosen  for  the 
four  promotional  campaigns  were  those  areas 
that  seemed  to  reflect  less  than  optimal 
prescribing  and  where  there  was  felt  to  be  the 
most  potential  for  rationalisation  and  cost 
reduction.  They  were:  non-steroidal  anti- 
inflammatory drugs,  "generic  prescribing", 
beta-blockers  for  mild  hypertension  —  with  a 
fact  sheet  on  calcium  antagonists  —  and 
peripheral  and  cerebral  vasodilators. 

The  services  of  a  marketing  consultant 
were  employed  to  develop  the  educational 
message  into  visual  aids  and  promotional 


One  of  the  fact  cards  left  with  GPs  after  the 
PRIDE  representative 's  visit 

literature.  For  each  campaign  a  high  quality 
fact  card  was  produced  for  reference  during 
the  visit  and  then  left  with  the  doctor  as  a 
visual  aid  (see  illustration).  The  cards 
displayed  a  few  key  messages  in  a  marketing 
format.  The  acronym  PRIDE  was  adopted  to 
give  the  study  a  corporate  image  with  which 
the  doctors  could  identify:  thus  it  became  the 
PRIDE  rep  calling  for  an  appointment. 

The  study  doctors  were  visited  once  by 
the  pharmacist  for  every  promotional 
campaign,  which  ran  for  three  to  four  months 
each.  The  visits  lasted  around  five  to  ten 
minutes  each. 

The  first  campaign  with  the  NSAIDs 
message  advocated  rationalised  prescribing  of 
these  agents.  The  key  points  of  information 
made  were  that  there  is  a  paucity  of 
information  to  show  any  consistent  superiority 
of  one  agent  against  another  and  that  both 
effectiveness  and  toxicity  show  unpredictable 
inter-patient  variation.  A  prescribing  strategy 
was  suggested  using  ibuprofen,  piroxicam  and 
indomethacin:  three  agents  of  proven  efficacy, 
established  safety  profiles  and  reasonable 
cost.  The  overall  approach  was  to  encourage 
a  rationalised  course  to  the  individual's  choice 
of  agents  rather  than  to  try  to  impose  a 
restrictive  formulary. 

In  order  to  evaluate  the  potential  impact  of 
the  NSAID  and  subsequent  intervention  visits 
the  study  aims  to  analyse  prescribing  trends 
before  and  after  each  of  the  visits.  The 
Prescription  Pricing  Authority  has  provided  a 
record  of  all  prescriptions  each  month  for  the 
Leeds  FPC  for  this  investigation. 


The  results  of  the  preliminary  data  analysis 
of  the  NSAIDs  campaign  were  presented  at 
the  pharmacy  practice  research  session  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in 
Aberdeen  (see  C&D  September  24,  p565-6). 
The  intervention  group  showed  an  increase  in 
prescribing  costs  of  the  targeted  drugs  and  a 
decrease  in  costs  for  the  other  NSAIDs 
compared  with  an  overall  increase  in 
prescribing  costs  in  the  control  group.  The 
intervention  also  appeared  to  have 
encouraged  an  increase  of  generic  prescribing 
in  the  visited  group  in  comparison  with  the 
control  group. 

The  difference  in  overall  spending 
between  the  two  groups  represents  a 
potential  reduction  of  2.28  per  cent  of  a 
monthly  NSAID  bill  to  the  FPC  of  over 
£200,000.  Extrapolating  this  outcome  would 
suggest  a  potential  annual  saving  for  the  Leeds 
FPC  of  £57,000. 

The  findings  of  the  Leeds  study  support 
the  theory  that  a  one-to-one  meeting  between 
an  'independent  representative'  and  a  doctor 
is  effective  at  influencing  prescribing 
behaviour  and  that  a  targeted  education 
programme  could  contain  costs  effectively. 

Future  implications 

The  aim  of  this  study  was  to  promote  rational 
use  of  drugs.  The  financial  implications  are 
encouraging  but  it  is  the  long  term 
ramifications  that  will  be  the  most  important 
objective  of  a  future  programme:  good 
therapeutic  and  rationalised  prescribing 
decisions  for  effective  treatment  will 
inherently  make  economic  sense. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  future  of  the  NHS 
representative  and  the  incorporation  of  the 
PRIDE  principle  lies  within  the  auspices  of  the 
"coordination  centre"  proposed  in  the 
Government  White  Paper  on  "Promoting 
Better  Health' '  to  foster  local  developments 
within  FPCs.  The  pharmacist-representative 
could  provide  the  stimulus  and  drug 
information  support  for  GPs  to  rationalise  their 
personal  repertoire  of  chosen  products. 

The  financial  implications  of  such  a 
programme  exist  initially  for  the  FPCs  who 
hold  the  budget  for  primary  care  and  general 
practitioner  prescribing  but  ultimately  it  could 
reflect  on  all  drug  usage. 

There  have  been  concerns  raised  that  if 
the  number  or  the  average  net  ingredient  cost 
of  prescriptions  issued  is  reduced  by  such  a 
programme  it  will  adversely  affect  the 
community  pharmacist's  remuneration.  In 
parallel,  if  local  prescribing  became  more 
selective  it  could  benefit  stock  management 
and  holdings.  Nonetheless  it  must  be  in  the 
interests  of  all  to  see  the  limited  resources  of 
the  NHS  spent  effectively  and  wisely  and  the 
study  proposes  a  manner  in  which  pharmacists 
could  aid  the  GP  in  his  position  as  guardian  of 
a  share  of  those  resources. 
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HOW  MUCH 

EXTRA 
DO  UNICHEM 
CHEMISTS 
STAND  TO  MAKE 

IN  1989? 


Our  'Counter  Credit'  promotion  for  1989  catalogue  is  a  1.3  Metro  City  X  saloon  equipp( 

is  the  best  ever.  with  all  the  extras.  The  catalogue  also  contair! 

The  prize  money  is  a  grand  total  of  a  whole  array  of  products  which  you'll  be  abk 

SI  million.  to  collect  points  towards. 

And  now  it's  even  easier  to  win.  In  addition  to  all  this,  there  are  also  a 

The  major  prize  in  this  year's  UniChem  number  of  cash  prizes  available  that  must  be 


picked  up  every  month  of  the  year.        ^^^^^^L.       prizes  each  and  every  month. 

Counter  staff  will  get  a  slice  JT  ^  Ask  your  UniChem  representative 

of  the  action  too.  With  their  own  ^^^^^JT       for  m,l  details  of  the  'Counter  Credit' 

personalised  credit  cards,  each  ■  ■      ■  promotion  for  1989. 

uniquely  numbered,  they'll  be  jj  [  |^||  'h^^H^I  There  are  a  million  reasons  why  it 
eligible  for  a  selection  of  cash  1  IIV^I  1^71  I  I  could  mean  a  lot  extra  for  you. 

UniChem  Limited,  UniChem  House,  Cox  Lane,  Chessington,  Surrey  KT9  1SN.  Telephone  01-391  2323. 


PSNI  firsts'  make  that 
difference  to  pharmacy 
practice  in  the  Province 

Pharmacy  practice  in  Northern  Ireland  has  always  been  a  little  bit  different 
from  that  in  Great  Britain.  C&D  starts  its  examination  of  Provincial  matters 
pharmaceutical  by  interviewing  the  current  and  immediate  past-president  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ireland,  Tom  Hunter  and  Joshua  Kerr, 
and  unearths  some  UK  "firsts'' 


immediate  past-president  of  the  PSNI,  Joshua 
Ken 


For  both  Mr  Hunter  and  Mr  Kerr  their  terms 
of  office  in  the  late  '80s  represent  a  "second 
time  around' '  after  a  gap  of  almost  20  years. 
Then,  as  now,  Mr  Hunter  (1971-72)  followed 
Mr  Kerr  (1969-70)  as  president,  but  in  the 
'70s  there  was  a  year's  break  between  them. 

"The  promotion  of  undergraduate  and 
postgraduate  education  is  the  most  important 
function  of  the  Society, ' '  says  Mr  Kerr,  who 
notes  that  the  PSNI  ran  the  first  refresher 
course  for  pharmacists  in  the  UK  in  the  early 
1960s.  "We  managed  to  get  funding  from  the 
DHSS  who  had  great  difficulty  in  finding  any 
precedent.  Nowadays  it's  standard  practice." 

Another  first  for  NI  pharmacy  was  the 
Practice  Research  Unit  established  at  the 
Queen's  University  this  year  with  £60,000 
from  the  Nuffield  Foundation  and  further 
backing  from  Northern  Pharmacies,  the 
Pharmaceutical  Contractors  Committee  and 
Boots.  It  comprises  a  Fellow  and  three  PhD 
students  in  community  research.  Queen's  has 
always  had  close  ties  with  the  Society,  with 
strong  representation  on  Council.  For  its  part 
the  Society  inspects  the  pharmacy  department 
and  pharmacy  course  at  the  University  every 
five  years  to  ensure  their  high  standards  are 
maintained. 

CPP  membership  hope 

Looking  ahead  Mr  Kerr's  hope  is  that  the 
Society  can  encourage  as  many  members  as 
possible  to  become  Members  of  the  College  of 
Pharmacy  Practice.  "My  personal  view  is  that 
only  MCPPs  should  be  eligible  to  train 
pharmacists  in  their  preregistration  year. ' '  In 
NI  preregistration  students  have  to  spend  at 
least  six  months  working  in  a  community 
pharmacy  —  the  remaining  time  can  either  be 
spent  in  hospital  or  the  community  —  another 
case  of  trail-blazing  for  the  rest  of  the  UK. 

Another  important  difference  in  training 
practice  is  that  all  prereg  students  have  to 
attend  one  of  two  management  courses 
organised  by  the  Staff  Council  or  Messrs 
Booth  and  Jones  from  Bradford.  Practising 
pharmacists  can  also  participate. 

In  the  Province  Council  makes  the  rules 
that  govern  the  profession  and  can  pass 
regulations  to  control  entry.  But  for  Tom 
Hunter  the  advisory  role  is  paramount:  "We 
should  not  just  lay  down  the  law." 
Nonetheless,  Council  issues  "reminders" 
about  the  legal  obligations  of  members,  and 
runs  the  Statutory  Committee,  though  not  the 
inspectorate,  which  is  administered  by  the 
DHSS. 

One  function  the  Society  has  recently 
taken  over  from  civil  servants  is  registration. 


The  PSNI  did  most  of  the  donkey  work  in  data 
collection  without  getting  the  kudos.  Mr  Ken- 
says  the  changeover  has  resulted  in  a 
streamlining  and  speeding  up  of  the  service. 

Again  the  NI  Society  set  a  trend  by  being 
the  first  to  introduce  a  premises  fee.  This  is 
split  between  the  Society  and  inspectorate. 
And  in  1945  it  was  made  compulsory  for 
pharmacists  in  hospital  practice  to  be 
members  of  the  Society. 

Council  elections  'heartening' 

Tom  Hunter  says  it  is  heartening  to  see 
pharmacists  from  outlying  areas  of  the 
Province  becoming  involved  in  the  Society's 
affairs  again  after  years  when  "the  troubles ' ' 
have  taken  their  toll.  "It's  good  that  elections 
are  again  needed  for  Council, ' '  he  says. 

The  Health  Service  Act  1948  decreed  that 
no  local  authority  could  employ  a  pharmacist 
to  provide  services  from  a  government  or  local 
authority  building.  That  decision  was  later 
reversed  but  the  other  element  which 
prevents  dispensing  for  hospital  outpatients  is 
in  force  to  this  day. 

Mr  Hunter  hopes  Council  will  push 
forward  on  many  of  the  role  extensions 
envisaged  by  Nuffield  in  his  presidential  year. 
"PSNI's  views  on  Nuffield  are  largely  the 
same  as  the  Royal  Society's,  particularly  on 
supervision,"  says  Mr  Kerr.  "Council  fully 
accepts  the  challenge  of  Nuffield  and  hopes  to 
implement  as  many  of  its  recommendations  as 
are  practical. ' '  However  both  caution  that  new 
funding  will  be  needed  in  some  areas. 

And  for  both  men  the  long  held  hope  for 
two-pharmacist  practices  is  a  "cherished 
ambition".  They  also  want  to  see  more 
pharmacies  established  in  deprived  areas 
under  the  new  essential  small  pharmacy 
scheme,  and  they  predict  a  few  such 
pharmacies  could  open  up. 

And  Mr  Hunter  and  Mr  Kerr  are  happy 
that  in  the  future  sufficient  pharmacists  will  be 
available  to  man  the  Province's  523 
pharmacies.  However,  Mr  Hunter  would  like 
to  see  retraining  made  available  for  the  high 
proportion  of  women  pharmacists  in  the 
profession,  to  encourage  a  return  to  practice 
after  a  period  away.  Tom  Hunter  would  aiso 
like  to  see  all  would-be  pharmacy  students 
interviewed  before  they  are  given  a  place  at 
University  so  that  pharmacists  with  a  human 
touch,  as  well  as  high  academic  standards, 
might  enter  community  practice. 

Both  men  regret  the  demise  of  the  Young 
Pharmacists  Group  so  early  in  its  life.  Both 
would  like  to  see  the  local  branch  system 
flourish  in  spite  of  the  troubles.  Both  look  to 
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The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ireland,  1988-89.  Standing  in  the  back  row,  left  to  right  are:  R.G.Dillon  (treasurer),  Prof. 
R.  Grigg,  Dr  W.  Woodside,  D.Corbctt,  R.E.  Holliday,  D.J.  Lawson  (secretary/registrar)  and  R.H.  Clarke,  hi  the  middle  row,  left  to  right  arc 
T.  G.Hannawin,  J. A.  Crawford,  DrM.  G.Scott,  Dr  f.A.Maguire,  J.H.  Galbraith  and  T.I.O'Rourke.  And  seated  (left  to  right)  are:  Miss  M.J. 
Watson,  Dr  Lesley  Anderson  (who  has  recently  resigned) ,  R.G.P  McMullan  (vice-president),  W.T.  Hunter  (president) ,  J  .Kerr ,  Mrs  C.B.A.  Watson 
and  Mrs  C.O'Rourke.  Two  members  of  Council  were  missing  from  the  photograph  —  Prof.  P.F.DArcyand  MrR.f.  White 


Sixty  years  of  Society  work 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ireland  was  established  in  1925  by  Sir  Dawson 
Bates,  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  as  a  result  of  the  1920  Government  of  Ireland  Act.  The 
first  12  members  of  the  Society  were  nominated  by  the  Minister.  The  first  Council  meeting 
spanned  three  sessions:  starting  on  December  2,  1925,  it  continued  on  December  7  and 
concluded  on  January  4,  1926. 

One  of  the  first  decisions  of  the  Council  was  that  law  enforcement  should  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Home  Affairs.  This  is  still  the  situation  today  as  the 
pharmaceutical  inspectors  are  employed  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Services. 
A  premises  registration  fee  was  levied  in  Northern  Ireland  several  years  before  its 
introduction  in  the  rest  of  the  UK. 

The  present  headquarters  at  73  University  Street  were  officially  opened  by  the  Minister 
in  October  1933.  In  the  early  1960s  a  200-capacity  lecture  hall  was  added  to  the  ground  floor. 
This  building  has  recently  been  renovated  and  refurbished  and  was  officially  reopened  in 
October  (C&D  November  5,  p785). 

As  the  statutory  body  responsible  for  governing  the  profession  in  Northern  Ireland,  the 
Council  has  always  been  deeply  involved  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy.  In  1945  legislation 
requiring  compulsory  membership  of  the  Society  for  all  practising  pharmacists  (including 
hospital  pharmacists)  was  passed. 

The  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  (NI)  1955  extended  the  powers  of  the  Society  and  of  the 
Council  and  allowed  the  latter  to  control  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  Society.  The  number  of 
pharmaceutical  and  chemist  representatives  on  the  Council  was  increased  from  12  to  18. 
And  for  the  first  time,  the  Benevolent  Fund  was  given  statutory  recognition. 

In  1971  a  department  of  pharmacy  was  established  within  the  Queen's  University  and 
a  degree  in  pharmacy  became  the  only  means  of  entry  onto  the  register. 

Council  has  always  played  an  active  part  in  post-registration  education  and  provided  one 
of  the  earliest  full  time  refresher  courses  in  the  mid  1960s.  In  1982  in  co-operation  with  the 
Department  of  Health  the  post-qualification  education  and  training  subcommittee  was 
established  and  a  part  time  director  of  postgraduate  studies  was  appointed  in  1985. 

In  the  late  1960s  the  Government  programme  for  creating  health  centres  caused  intense 
activity  within  the  profession  giving  rise  to  controversy  among  the  members  about  the  best 
means  of  developing  pharmaceutical  involvement  in  the  health  care  team. 

Currently  the  Nuffield  Report  and  Primary  Health  Care  document  have  brought  the 
Council  a  great  deal  of  work. 


The  entrance  to  the  Society's  House  in 
University  Street,  Belfast 

Europe  and  prospects  of  harmonisation  with 
a  certain  scepticism  and  healthy  reservation. 

What  is  certain  is  that  the  Society  has  a 
fine,  refurbished  base  from  which  to  reach  out 
into  the  community  and  to  which  it  can  attract 
its  membership  (C&D  November  5,  p784). 
And  no  doubt  the  PSNI's  hope  is  that  it  can  go 
on  introducing  UK  "pharmacy  firsts"  and 
maintaining  that  essential  element  of 
difference  from  its  mainland  cousins! 
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PHARMACY  IN  NORTHERN  IRELAND 


UCA  relishes  role  in  Ulster 
pharmacy 

The  Ulster  Chemists  Association  has  changed  role  and  title  over  its  87 
par  life  but  it  is  still  a  force  in  Ulster  pharmacy.  And,  as  its  immediate 
past-president  Dickie  Chambers  makes  clear,  the  enthusiasm  of  its 
committee  members  continues  to  abound. 


Mr  Chambers  has  nothing  but  praise  for  the 
UCA  Committee  and  the  many  talents  of  its 
members.  "They  are  very  dedicated, 
enthusiastic  people.  Pharmacists  are  very  well 
represented  by  the  UCA  Committee,"  he 
says. 

Over  the  years  the  UCA  has  fought  to 
protect  the  trading  interests  of  its  members. 
From  its  inception  it  has  produced  a  price  list 
and  sought  to  prevent  goods  being  retailed 
below  the  printed  price.  "It  was  very  wrong 
that  people  could  work  long  hours  and  still  end 
up  with  no  profit,"  says  Mr  Chambers. 

The  UCA  was  so  successful  that 
eventually  it  was  charged  with  contravening 
the  Restrictive  Trade  Practices  Act  and  had  to 
abandon  the  policy. 

The  UCA  became  a  trade  union  in  1935 
and,  for  a  time,  negotiated  terms  of  service 
and  remuneration  until  the  Pharmaceutical 
Contractors  Committee  took  over.  The 
Second  World  War  had  an  affect  all  of  its  own 
—  prices  went  up  because  products  were 
scarce  and  profits  increased,  and  hours 
naturally  became  shorter  with  the  blackout, 
Mr  Chambers  says. 

Giving  good  advice  to  members  became 
the  every  day  function  of  the  UCA,  a  role  it 
continues  to  the  present.  It  publishes  the 
"Ulster  Chemists  Review"  to  give 
Association  news  and  since  last  year  has  run 
a  series  of  seminars  at  the  Society 
headquarters  where  it  has  an  office.  Seminar 


UCA  immediate  past-president  Dickie 
Chambers 


topics  have  included  strict  product  liability, 
pensions,  human  insulins,  and  photographic 
D&P,  as  well  as  an  exhibition  of  computers  for 
pharmacy  labelling. 

Mr  Chambers  sees  the  seminars  as 
providing  a  vital  link  between  the  Committee 
and  members  and  has  every  hope  that  the 
service  will  continue  and  develop. 

Like  the  Society,  the  UCA  has  suffered 
because  of  the  troubles  and  the  local  branch 
system  is  weak.  Again  Mr  Chambers  would 
like  to  see  progress  made  here  and  the  two 
active  branches  increase  in  number. 

Today  the  service  to  members  is  backed 
by  that  provided  by  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  to  which  the  UCA 
is  linked.  Mr  Chambers  insists  the  role  of  the 
UCA  is  in  no  way  diminished,  with  particular 
NPA  backing  coming  on  legal  matters  and 
through  the  Chemists  Defence  Association. 

And  the  UCA  is  hoping  to  adapt  the  NPA's 
assistant  training  manual  to  a  modular, 
practical,  distance  learning  course  of  a  non-too 
academic  nature.  Mr  Chambers  says  the  UCA 
may  get  some  Government  sponsorship  for 
such  a  course. 

For  the  future  Mr  Chambers  believes  the 
UCA  is  well  able  to  continue  in  its  primary  role 
of  providing  pharmacists  with  the  up-to-the- 
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U CA  president  Kevin  Shields  wants  to  see  the 
early  introduction  of  "two  pharmacist" 
establishments  to  facilitate  the  taking  on  of  extra 
roles.  He  also  wants  contractors  properly 
reimbursed  for  keeping  patient  records 

minute  information  necessary  to  run  their 
businesses.  And  the  key  to  doing  this  is  the 
committee.  Says  Mr  Chambers:  "I  don't 
think  you'll  find  a  better  committee 
anywhere!" 


A  trade  association's  progress 

The  Ulster  Drug  Trade  Association  was  formed  in  1901  for  wholesalers  and  retail  chemists 
and  druggists  —  with  an  annual  subscription  of  2/6  (12V2p).  The  first  president  was  Johnathon 
Montgomery  followed  by  William  C.  Dobbin.  The  first  job  undertaken  by  the  new  Association 
was  the  publication  of  a  price  list  with  regular  price  amendments  to  try  to  control  price- 
cutting.  Its  object  was  to  combine  all  sections  of  the  drug  trade  for  their  "assurance  and 
benefit  and  social  intercourse  ..." 

In  1915  the  North  Irish  Pharmacists  Association  (NIPA)  was  formed  to  look  after 
interests  of  pharmacists  exclusively.  The  Ulster  Drug  Trade  Association  then  changed  its 
name  to  Ulster  Retail  Drug  Trade  Association  (URDTA).  URDTA  and  NIPA  amalgamated 
in  1931  —  membership  was  confined  to  retail  chemists  and  druggists. 

In  1935  the  annual  meeting  resolved  that  the  construction  of  the  association  be  changed 
to  that  of  a  trade  union  and  the  name  altered  to  Ulster  Chemists  Association.  All  UCA 
members  joined  the  Chemists'  Federation  Scheme  in  1935,  encouraged  by  the  late  Jack 
Caldwell.  The  CF  disbanded  in  1958,  owing  to  a  decision  of  the  Restrictive  Practices  Court. 

The  treasurer's  office  in  Waring  Street  was  destroyed  in  the  Blitz  of  1941,  as  was  the 
secretary's  office  in  Victoria  Street.  Almost  all  the  earlier  records  of  the  Association  were 
lost.  New  rooms  at  4  Waring  Street  were  obtained  later  in  1941. 

During  the  1940s  some  14  local  associations  formed  around  the  Province. 

In  1941  the  UCA  Associates'  Section  was  founded  for  employees. 

The  first  weekend  conference  was  held  in  Portrush  in  1961,  the  Diamond  Jubilee  year 
of  the  Association. 

National  Pharmaceutical  Union  membership  was  extended  to  both  the  UCA  and  to  the 
Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Federation  in  1965,  the  year  NPU  JJoldings  Ltd  were  formed.  The 
UCA  appointed  a  representative  to  the  NPU. 

Mr  H.W.  Gamble  and  Thos  O'Rourke  met  in  London  with  the  Assistant  Registrar  of 
Restricted  Trading  Agreements  in  1967  when  UCA  price  arrangements  were  found  to  be 
in  conflict  with  Restricted  Trade  Practices  Act.  They  were  revoked. 

The  present  full  time  UCA  secretary,  Mrs  M.  Stewart,  took  office  in  1980.  She  is  only 
the  fifth  appointee  since  the  post  was  established  in  1942 .  The  UCA  has  been  based  at  the 
Society's  headquarters  in  University  Street,  Belfast  since  1963. 
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Making  sure  the  contrai 
price  is  right 

The  Pharmaceutical  Contractors  Committee  is  another  Nl  organisation  that 
has  scored  some  pharmacy  firsts,  according  to  chairman  Robin  Holliday. 
Back  in  the  50s  the  PCC  was  looking  to  limit  the  opening  of  new 
pharmacies,  some  30  years  before  the  Government  introduced  this 
measure  And,  as  a  result  of  the  Committee's  efforts  at  that  time, 
contractors  receive  a  statement  breaking  down  payment  for  each 
prescription  dispensed 


PCC  chairman  Rubin  Holliday 


Full  pricing  of  prescriptions  was  introduced  in 
the  1950s  using  a  punch  card  system  now 
replaced  by  computer  pricing.  Each  brand  and 
pack  size  has  a  unique  code  with  which 
pharmacists  endorse  each  script,  adding  only 
the  quantity  dispensed.  Most  computer 
labelling  systems  generate  the  code 
automatically  but  the  DHSS  supplies  a  code 
book.  Any  scripts  for  uncoded  products  are 
handled  separately,  but  a  payment  breakdown 
is  still  supplied  when  each  of  the  month's 
scripts  is  numbered  by  the  pharmacist, 
enabling  contractors  to  check  pricing  for  every 
item  dispensed.  Mr  Holliday  says  pharmacists 
greatly  value  this  particular  service. 

However,  Mr  Holliday  says  NI  negotiators 
sometimes  stand  to  be  disadvantaged  when 
new  payment  ideas  promoted  in  Great  Britain 
only  reach  detailed  discussion  in  the  Province 
some  18  months  to  two  years  on.  "The  needs 
of  Ulster  pharmacists  remain  different . ' ' 

The  NI  contract  normally  follows  the 
Scottish  model.  But  Mr  Holliday  says  that  if 
the  new  contract  negotiated  for  England  and 
Wales  had  been  introduced  in  Northern 
Ireland  unadapted,  then  up  to  40  per  cent  of 
contractors  could  have  claimed  compensation 
and  surrendered  their  contracts.  In  the  event 
the  PCC  negotiated  its  own  version  of  the  new 
contract  and  only  30  or  so  pharmacies  have 
closed  down.  AH  these  pharmacies  claimed  full 
compensation  before  the  June  30  deadline.  So 
far  no  pharmacy  has  applied  to  close  down  in 
the  second  phase,  when  only  50  per  cent 
compensation  is  available. 

Applications  for  new  contracts  are 
considered  by  the  Pharmacy  Practice 
Committee  from  one  of  the  four  area  health 
boards.  The  PCC  is  required  to  make  its  views 
known  in  every  case  —  a  key  role  —  with 
appeals  being  considered  by  a  committee 
constituted  similarly  to  the  Pharmacy  Practice 
Committee  but  from  one  of  the  other  health 
boards.  So  far  three  contractors  have  applied 
to  open  under  the  new  contract  —  only  one  has 
been  successful. 

However,  Mr  Holliday  says  two  non-NHS 
pharmacy  openings  are  in  the  pipeline.  "They 
have  to  register  with  the  Society  and  the 
DHSS  will  need  to  be  satisfied  about  the 
standard  of  the  premises,  but  they  will  then  be 
able  to  sell  poisons  and  dispense  private 
scripts.  They  will  be  unique  in  the  Province 
and  this  may  be  an  attempt  to  prove  they  are 
'necessary'  or  'desirable'  by  the  backdoor." 

Mr  Holliday  has  great  hopes  for  the 
essential  small  pharmacy  scheme  that  was 
introduced  with  the  new  contract.  "It  will 
enable  a  very  valuable  pharmaceutical  service 
to  be  provided  in  sparcely  populated  areas  for 
viable  pharmacies.  We  should  end  up  with 
comprehensive  and  rational  pharmaceutical 


A  brief  history  of  the  PCC 

Local  pharmaceutical  committees  were  formed  in  1930  as  a  direct  result  of  the  passing  of 
the  National  Health  Insurance  Act  1924  to  represent  chemists  throughout  the  Province. 
Their  function  was  to  negotiate  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  Northern  Ireland. 

Immediately  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  General  Health  Service  by  the  Health  Services 
Act  (NI)  1948,  a  revitalised  Pharmaceutical  Negotiating  Committee  was  formed  to  negotiate 
conditions  for  pharmaceutical  contractors.  The  reconstituted  committee  held  its  first  meeting 
on  July  7,  1948  and  quickly  established  itself. 

Conditions  pertaining  to  pharmacy  in  the  Province  were  not  identical  to  those  in  the  rest 
of  Britain  but  approximated  more  closely  to  contractors  in  Scotland  than  to  those  practising 
in  England  and  Wales.  It  became  apparent  that  the  results  of  some  of  the  surveys  undertaken 
in  Scotland  could  be  adapted  as  a  basis  for  negotiations  for  contractors  in  Ulster  and  close 
relationships  were  formed  which  continue  to  this  day. 

In  1952  representations  were  made  to  have  some  limitation  on  the  opening  of  new 
pharmacies  introduced  —  this  did  not  happen  until  1987.  Full  pricing  of  prescriptions  was 
introduced  in  the  1950s.  Initially  this  was  by  a  punch  card  system,  the  precursor  of  pricing 
by  computer  today. 

The  committee  was  renamed  the  Pharmaceutical  Contractors  Committee  in  1971.  The 
reorganisation  of  the  health  service  in  the  1970s  streamlined  procedures  and  negotiations. 
Health  centres,  with  and  without  intregaJ  pharmacies,  were  established  with  the  consequent 
upheaval  of  local  pharmaceutical  establishments.  Some  of  the  developments  of  the  1950s 
were  adapted  to  changes  in  conditions. 

The  civil  unrest  in  the  early  '70s  placed  great  strain  on  contractors,  some  of  whom 
suffered  damage  to  their  properties  and  some  to  their  persons.  The  relocation  of  great  areas 
of  population  made  previously  prosperous  pharmacies  no  longer  viable.  In  the  city  of  Belfast 
the  rota  service  developed  into  an  "on-call"  service  whereby  contractors  in  turn  provide 
a  call  out  service  for  urgent  medicines. 


cover  throughout  the  Province . ' ' 

A  second  pharmacist  allowance  has  been  a 
PCC  goal  for  many  years  and  one  heartily 
endorsed  by  Mr  Holliday  now  that  expanded 
roles  are  being  considered.  "Pharmacists 
have  a  real  job  to  do  in  advising  the  old  and 
housebound  on  the  taking  of  medicines,  either 
in  their  own  homes  or  in  residential  centres. 


But  if  they  are  out  in  the  community,  they 
cannot  be  present  in  the  pharmacy  when 
medicines  are  sold  or  scripts  are  dispensed.  I 
believe  that  pharmacists  should  not  only 
accept  full  responsibility  for  these  services, 
but  that  the  pharmacist  needs  to  be  present 
and  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  order  to  gauge 
the  patient's  needs." 


Queen's  makes  educational  link 


One  of  the  principal  characteristics  of 
pharmacy  in  Northern  Ireland  has  been  the 
very  close  connection  of  the  Society  with  the 
Queen's  University  of  Belfast.  Indeed  the 
University  has  had  two  representatives  on  the 
Council  of  the  Society  since  its  formation. 
Currently  Professor  P.F.D'Arcy  (pharmacy) 
and  Professor  R.Grigg  (organic  chemistry) 
are  the  representatives.  Professor  D'Arcy 
outlines  the  development  of  pharmaceutical 
education. 

Founded  in  1929,  Queen's  BSc  in 
pharmaceutics  is  one  of  the  pharmacy's  oldest 
degrees  in  the  UK.  This  degree  course  was 
given  at  the  Belfast  College  of  Technology  and 
until  1971  it  was  closely  associated  with  the 
pharmaceutical  chemist's  diploma  course  of 
the  PSNI. 


By  the  end  of  the  1960s  Council  decided  to 
phase  out  the  PhC  and  adopt  the  degree  in 
pharmacy  as  the  sole  route  of  entry  to  the 
profession. 

At  the  end  of  the  1960s  negotiations  were 
completed  for  the  move  of  the  academic 
department  of  pharmacy  from  the  Belfast 
College  of  Technology  to  the  main  University 
site  where  a  new  department  of  pharmacy 
opened  in  1971.  Professor  D'Arcy  was 
appointed  to  the  first  chair  of  pharmacy. 

Once  pharmaceutical  education  was 
completely  integrated  at  Queen's,  the  degree 
syllabus  was  modified  in  accord  with  changes 
in  the  practice  of  pharmacy  and  with 
developments  in  the  pharmaceutical  sciences. 
The  title  of  the  degree  was  changed  to  a  BSc 
(Honours)  degree  in  pharmacy  and  the 
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syllabus  has  continued  to  evolve  over  the 
years  to  match  pharmacy  requirements. 

The  department  places  considerable 
attention  on  the  clinical/professional  aspects 
of  the  course  and  students  participate  in 
clinical  visits  and  video  role-play.  The  teaching 
of  communication  skills  forms  an  integral  part 
of  the  pharmacy  practice  course.  The 
department  is  very  much  aware  of  the  dictates 
of  the  recent  Nuffield  Report  and  has  adopted 
all  its  recommendations  into  the  professional 
training  given  in  the  course. 

The  changes  in  pharmacy  practice  over  the 
intervening  years  have  created  the  need  for 
specific  provision  of  pharmaceutical  education 
beyond  the  level  of  the  primary  degree.  The 
research  degrees  of  MSc  and  PhD  have  been 
given  emphasis  in  the  department  both  for 
home  based  and  overseas  candidates  and  to 
date  47  PhDs  and  seven  MScs  have  been 
awarded  from  the  department.  In  addition,  the 
restructuring  of  the  hospital  pharmaceutical 
services  in  the  UK  over  recent  years  have 
greatly  widened  the  scope  of  the  service  and 


The  research  expertise ,  availability  of  skilled 
staff  and  high  quality  graduates,  excellent 
infrastructure,  ease  of  transportation  and 
government  incentive  packages  make 
Northern  Ireland  a  very  profitable  base  for 
pharmaceutical  companies,  according  to  the 
Industrial  Development  Board. 

The  region  has  a  '  'proven  track  record"  in 
effective  working  relationships  between 
industry,  local  healthcare/hospital  service  and 
universities  in  undertaking  research  contracts 
and  clinical  trials,  the  Board  says.  "The  two 


Bio-Engineering  Centre 

The  Bio-Engineering  Centre  was  established 
at  the  University  of  Ulster  in  1986  to  focus 
skills  in  medicine,  science,  engineering  and 
electronics  into  the  development  of  bio- 
engineering  devices  and  systems  with 
commercial  potential.  The  centre  also  provide 
research  support  for  overseas  companies  who 
may  wish  to  develop  a  medical  electronics 
manufacturing  facility  in  Northern  Ireland. 
Activity  now  covers  some  25  interdisciplinary 
postgraduate  research  programmes. 

Current  research  includes  a  programme  in 
conjunction  with  Survival  Technology  in  the 
US,  to  develop  systems  for  treatment  of 
patients  with  thrombolytic  drugs  at  home. 
Northern  Ireland  Bio-Engineering  Centre, 
University  of  Ulster,  Shore  Road, 
Newtonabbey,  co  Antnm  BT37  OQB. 

Biosyn  Ltd 

Biosyn  were  formed  for  custom  synthesis  of 
peptides,  production  and  antibodies  and  to 
provide  specialised  services  based  on  the  wide 
range  of  expertise  developed  during  the  past 
two  decades  at  the  Departments  of 
Biochemistry  and  Medicine  of  the  Queen's 


extended  the  responsibility  of  the  pharmacist. 
In  1973  Queen's  instituted  an  MSc  course  by 
examination  in  hospital  pharmacy. 

There  have  been  two  other  milestones  in 
the  history  of  the  department.  In  1980,  the 
department  moved  from  its  temporary 
accommodation  into  a  new  2,000  sqm 
purpose-designed  building  on  the  Medical 
Biology  Centre  site  which  greatly  increased  its 
research  potential.  The  second  innovation  was 
the  appointment  in  1985  of  Professor  Alain  Li 
Wan  Po  to  the  chair  of  pharmaceutics. 

Currently  the  department  is  well  endowed 
with  research  grants  from  industry  and  other 
sources  for  research  into  drug  delivery 
systems.  Also  in  collaboration  with  the  PSNI 
it  has  received  a  substantial  grant  from  the 
Nuffield  Foundation  to  support  the  creation  of 
a  Pharmacy  Practice  Unit  within  the 
department.  It  is  within  these  two  research 
groups:  the  Drug  Delivery  Research  Group, 
and  the  Pharmacy  Practice  Research  Group, 
that  the  department  will  stream-line  its 
research  activities. 


universities,  the  Queen's  University  of  Belfast 
(QUB)  and  the  University  of  Ulster,  have  a 
wide  range  of  medical  and  pharmacy  research 
staff  who  are  commercially  orientated  and 
keen  to  work  closely  with  companies  on  new 
product  development." 

Both  universities  receive  funds  from  the 
DHSS  Clinical  Research  Awards  Advisory 
Committee  for  medical  research  fellowships 
and,  uniquely,  academic  medical  staff  at 
QUB's  Faculty  of  Medicine  are  employed 
jointly  by  the  university  and  the  NHS. 


University  of  Belfast. 

Biosyn  employ  four  staff  but  maintain  close 
links  with  researchers  at  Queen's,  offering 
contract  research  and  development  and 
consultancy  services.  Biosyn  Ltd  (wholly 
owned  subsidiary  of  Qubis  Ltd),  10  Malone 
Road,  Belfast  BT9  5BN. 

Cullen  &  Davison  Ltd 


Established  in  1911,  Cullen  and  Davison 
produce  an  analgesic  powder  —  Mrs  Cullen 's 
Powders  —  from  their  own  self-contained 
factory.  The  company  employs  nine  and  has  a 
turnover  of  £0. 5m.  Cullen  and  Davison  Ltd,  52 
Lurgan  Road,  Portadown  BT63  5QG. 

Galen  Ltd 


Galen's  operation  is  based  at  the 
manufacturing  plant  in  Craigavon,  thirty  miles 
from  Belfast.  Following  the  limited  list  in  1985, 
the  company  claims  the  growth  of  its 
prescription  medicine  business  has  been  one 
of  the  most  rapid  in  the  UK. 

This  growth  has  been  achieved  through 
Galen's  sugar-free  antitussive  and 
decongestant,  followed  by  the  recent 
introduction  of  Manevac  —  a  treatment  for 
constipation  based  on  the  successful  Madaus 


GmbH  fibre/senna  technology.  Further 
product  launches  are  scheduled  during  the 
next  two  years.  Galen  Ltd,  19  Lower  Seagoe 
Industrial  Estate,  Craigavon,  co  Armagh. 

Ivex  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 


Ivex  Pharmaceuticals  were  formed  in  1981 
and  specialise  in  IV  fluids  and  irrigation  fluids 
for  use  in  human  and  veterinary  medicine. 
Products  include:  intravenous  infusions, 
irrigation  and  antiseptic  solutions, 
intraperitoneal  dialysis  solutions, 
haemodialysis  concentrate,  and  re-hydration 
products  for  veterinary  use.  The  company 
employs  62  and  has  a  turnover  of  £2. 15m. 
Ivex  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Millbrook  Factory, 
Belfast  Road,  Larne,  co  Antnm  BT40  2SH. 

Nicgene 

Nicgene  is  a  research  centre  established  by 
the  Queen's  University  providing  facilities  for 
research  and  training  in  the  fields  of  molecular 
biology  applied  to  biotechnology,  medicine, 
and  agriculture. 

Employing  50  people,  the  centre  is 
particularly  active  in  the  field  of  virology  and 
aspects  of  neurological  diseases  such  as 
multiple  sclerosis.  Service  facilities  include: 
monoclonal  antibody;  gene  probes;  peptide 
synthesis  (in  conjunction  with  Biosyn);  DNA 
sequencing  facilities;  tailor-made  training 
programmes,  and  consultancy  services. 
Nicgene,  Medical  Biology  Centre,  The 
Queen's  University  of  Belfast,  97  Lisburn 
Road,  Belfast. 

Norbrook  Laboratories  Ltd 


Norbrook  Laboratories  are  an  internationally 
known  veterinary  pharmaceutical  company 
exporting  to  over  72  countries  throughout  the 
world.  Some  80  per  cent  of  Norbrook  business 
is  contract  manufacture  work  for  the  large 
multinationals,  while  the  remaining  20  per  cent 
is  aimed  at  developing  a  range  of  products 
under  the  Norbrook  name.  The  company 
devotes  some  10  per  cent  of  annual  turnover 
to  research  and  development. 

Norbrook  are  the  first  British  company  to 
receive  the  Queen's  Award  for  export  of 
veterinary  pharmaceuticals  only  and  employ  in 
excess  of  300  people.  Norbrook  Laboratories 
Ltd,  Station  Works,  Newry,  co  Down. 

Perfecseal  Nu-Print  Ltd 


Perfecseal  produce  sterile  medical  packaging 
for  UK  and  European  markets.  Products 
include  chevron  peel  pouches,  individual 
sachets  for  medical  devices,  rollstock  lidding 
material  and  3-D  blister  paper,  diacutlets  and 
sheet  for  lidding. 

The  company  employs  36  and  has  an 
annual  turnover  of  £1 .5m.  Perfecseal  Nu-Print 
Ltd,  Pennyburn  Industrial  Estate, 
Londonderry  BT48  0LU. 

W.W.  Cleland  Ltd 


Cleland  manufacture  cartons  suitable  for  all 
types  of  filling,  for  the  pharmaceutical, 
veterinary,  toiletry  and  food  industries. 

Accuracy  in  production  is  controlled  by 
CAD  systems,  with  lasercut  dies  and  code 
reading  systems  at  glueing  stage  to  avoid  any 
form  of  mixing. 

Cleland  employ  150  and  have  a  turnover  of 
£5m.  W.W.  Cleland  Ltd  (member  of  the 
Boxmore  Group),  Cullingtree  Factory, 
Durham  Street,  Belfast  BT12  4HR. 


'Proven  track  record' 
for  Nl  industry 


The  companies  at-a-glance 
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Despite  continued  Government  pressure  on 
the  medical  profession  to  maintain  a  regime  of 
cost-effective  use  of  drugs  —  which  inevitably 
means  more  intensive  use  of  generics  and  the 
decline  of  the  pharmaceutical  brand  names  — 
a  number  of  innovatory  drugs  have  appeared 
this  year,  demonstrating  the  wealth  of 


research  in  the  immediate  past  with  the 
promise  of  more  to  come.  Products  appearing 
now  are  the  outcome  of  studies  inaugurated 
one  or  more  decades  ago. 

British  pharmaceutical  companies  continue 
to  be  responsible  for  some  10  per  cent  of 
global  research,  while  home  consumption  is 


only  3  per  ceni  i  i  in     f:  uHing  products 
Government  polii  , 
ignore  the  potential  <  if  ;  • 

In  addition  to  n< 
drugs  have  been  rel*a  m 
release  products  providing  a  m  i 
release  rates  from  drugs  gn 
Furthermore,  formulation  phai  n ui-;ist:  have 
made  possible  the  transderni.il  pass  tge  of  s 
number  of  agents,  and  the  use  oj 
electrophoresis  and  bio-degradable  polymers 
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Cardiovascular  drugs 


Since  our  1987  review  two  new  beta- 
adrenoceptor  blockers  have  bec<  >me  available . 
The  first  of  these  is  bisoprolo]  (Monocor, 
Emcor)  which  is  a  cardioselective  blocking 
agent  with  no  sympathomimetic  <  >r  membrane 
stabilising  actions.  It  is  indicated  for  the 
management  of  hypertension  and  angina 
pectoris.  Bisoprolo!  should  be  used  with  care 
in  asthmatic  subjects. 

The  second  agent  is  xanmterol  (Corwin) 
which  is  a  partial  beta-adrenoceptor  agonist 
used  for  the  management  of  chronic  heart 
failure  in  patients  with  breathlessness  and 
fatigue  due  to  exertion.  It  is  not  indicated  in 
chronic  severe  heart  failure  cases  requiring 
intensive  treatment  with  other  drugs. 
Xamoterol  is  well  tolerated,  but  a  few  patients 
may  suffer  gastrointestinal  complaints, 
headache  and  dizziness. 

Another  beta  blocker,  epanolo]  (Visacor) 
with  beta , -selective  and  intrinsic 
sympathomimetic  activities  with  minimal 
effect  on  blood  pressure  may  soon  be 
marketed.  Epanolol  is  claimed  to  have  a  low 
incidence  of  side  effects  such  as  cold 
extremities  and  fatigue. 

Lisinopril  (Carace,  Zestril)  is  a  new 
angiotension  converting  enzyme  (ACE) 
inhibitor  for  the  treatment  of  essential 
hypertension  and  renovascular  hypertension 
when  standard  therapy  is  ineffective  or 
inappropriate;  it  is  also  licensed  for  the 
management  of  congestive  heart  failure. 
Lisinopril  follows  the  other  ACE  inhibitors, 
enalapril  and  captopril,  but  is  effective  in  a 
single  daily  dose  ranging  initially  from  2.5mg 
up  to  a  maximum  of  40mg.  Another  ACE 
inhibitor  under  clinical  trail  is  cilazapril 
(Inhibace). 

The  calcium  channel  blocker  nimodipine 
(Nimotop)  has  now  been  launched  for  the 
treatment  of  ischaemic  neurological  deficits 
caused  by  arterial  spasm  following 
subarachnoid  haemorrhage.  The  drug  has  a 
preferential  activity  on  cerebral  vessels  and  its 
effectiveness  is  due  to  increased  cerebral 
perfusion  by  arterial  dilatation.  It  is  given  by 
intravenous  infusion  in  a  sterile  aqueous 
alcoholic  solvent.  Treatment  should  begin  as 
soon  as  p<  issible  after  the  cerebral  incident  and 
continue  for  at  least  five  days. 

Israpidine  (Dynacrine)  is  another  calcium 
antagonist  likely  to  be  licensed  for  use  in  the 
not  too  distant  future. 

The  technique  of  genetic  engineering  has 
been  employed  to  develop  the  thrombolytic 
agent  alteplase  (Actilyse)  on  a  manufacturing 
scale  giving  a  product  identical  to  human 
tissue-type  plasminogen  activator  (t-PA).  This 
substance  has  recently  become  available  for 
dissolving  clots  in  con  inary  arteries  after  acute 
myocardial  infarction  (MI).  At  present 
alteplase  is  very  costly  and  its  use  will 
therefore  probably  be  restricted  to  patients 
who  have  already  had  one  course  of 
streptokinase,  because  of  the  grave  risk  a 
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repeat  course  of  the  latter  may  have  on  life. 
Clinical  use  has  shown  the  life-saving  value  of 
alteplase,  but  for  the  present  the  first  line  of 
treatment  of  acute  MI  will  be  with  aspirin  and 
streptokinase.  Aspirin  has  been  available  for 
some  90  years  yet  new  and  highly  important 
uses  continue  to  be  found  for  it  —  the  latest 
employs  its  activity  as  an  antiplatelet  agent. 
Oral  aspirin  significantly  reduces  mortality  of 
patients  with  acute  MI  when  given  with 
intravenous  streptokinase  within  24  hours  of 
pain  onset.  Streptokinase  dissolves  the 
coronary  embolus  then  aspirin,  by  its 
antiplatelet  action,  helps  prevent  a  new  clot 
developing. 

Considerable  attention  is  now  being  given 
to  blood  cholesterol  levels  because  therapy 
which  lowers  the  plasma  concentration  of 
cholesterol  and  other  lipids  reduces  the 
development  and  progression  of  premature 
atheroscleroris.  Acipimox  (Olbetam)  is  a  drug 
now  marketed  for  the  reduction  of  cholesterol 
and  triglyceride  levels.  Improvement  in 
plasma  lipid  levels  is  usually  seen  within  the 
first  month  of  therapy. 

Newer  drugs  in  this  field  act  by  preventing 
the  enzyme  which  inhibits  the  rate-limiting 
enzyme  in  cholesterol  synthesis.  One  of  these 
agents  is  lovastatin  which  is  already  available 
in  the  USA,  while  an  analogue,  named 
simvastatin,  has  certain  advantages  over  the 
widely  used  bezafibrate. 

CNS  drugs 

Now  that  both  barbiturates  and 
benzodiazepines  (BDZs)  have  been  somewhat 
discredited,  it  is  important  to  record  the 
introduction  of  a  new  type  of  anxiolytic, 
namely  buspirone  (Buspar).  This  compound  is 
the  first  of  a  new  chemical  series  called  the 
azaspirodecanediones.  It  is  believed  to  be  as 
effective  as  the  BDZs  without  their  ability  to 
induce  dependence  and  sedation.  However,  it 
lacks  their  anticonvulsant  and  muscle  relaxant 
properties.  Buspirone  was  first  studied  some 
18  years  ago  in  the  management  of 
schizophrenia,  but  was  found  ineffective 
though  its  anxiolytic  quality  was  noticed. 
Subsequent  trials  confirmed  that  it  equalled 
the  BDZs  as  an  anxiolytic  but  with  reduced 
sedative  effect,  and  evidence  to  date  shows 
that  it  does  not  produce  dependence  and 
abuse.  Buspar  is  marketed  for  short  term 
treatment  of  anxiety  disorders  and  relief  of 
symptoms  of  anxiety.  Side  effects  reported 
include  dizziness,  headache,  nervousness, 
excitement  and  nausea.  It  is  important  that 
buspirone  is  used  only  for  untreated  patients 
or  for  those  who  have  been  off  BDZs  for  six 
weeks  at  least.  If  a  patient  fails  to  respond 
after  two  months'  treatment  a  psychiatrist 
should  be  consulted. 

The  BDZs  are  currently  widely  used  in 
premedication  of  patients  about  to  undergo 
surgery,  but  in  some  instances  their  use 
makes  it  difficult  to  assess  a  patient's 
neurological  state  and  there  may  be 
depression  of  respiratory  function.  Now  a 
BDZ  antagonist  has  been  launched  for  reversal 
of  the  central  sedative  effects  of  BDZs  in 
patients  recovering  from  general  anaesthesia. 
This  new  agent  is  flumazenil  (Anexate),  a 
competitive  inhibitor  of  substances  which  act 
via  the  BDZ  receptors  in  the  CNS.  It  is  given 
intravenously  and  produces  a  rapid  dose- 
dependent  reversal  of  hypnosedative  effects. 
The  drug's  possible  use  as  an  antagonist  in 
BDZ  overdose  is  being  studied. 

A  drug  under  clinical  trial  in  Europe  and  the 
US  for  the  treatment  of  schizophrenia  is 
risperidone.  It  has  strong  serotonin  and 


'Considerable  attention  is  being 
given  to  blood  cholesterol  levels ... 
therapy  which  lowers  plasma  lipids 
reduces  the  progression  of 
atherosclerosis' 

dopamine  antagonist  activity  leading  to 
important  mood  improvement.  So  far  the  drug 
appears  safe,  fast  acting  and  effective;  it  is  well 
tolerated  in  a  dose  range  of  2-20mg  daily 
without  extrapyramidal  symptoms. 

Lamotrigine  is  under  trial  for  the  treatment 
of  epilepsy.  The  drug  is  interesting  because 
studies  have  revealed  that  anti-epileptic  drugs 
reduce  folate  levels  and  that  folates 
themselves  sometimes  cause  convulsions.  A 
number  of  derivatives  of  the  antimalarial 
pyrimethamine  were  prepared  and  screened, 
of  which  lamotrigine,  a  triazine,  was  found  to 
be  a  potent  anticonvulsant  although  it  is  not  a 
folate  antagonist. 

For  the  management  of  opiate  addiction, 
naltrexone  (Nalorex)  has  now  been  licensed 
for  use  in  the  UK.  This  compound  is 
chemically  similar  to  naloxone  but  has  a  longer 
duration  of  clinical  effect.  It  is  used  as  an 
adjunct  in  the  maintenance  of  detoxified  opioid- 
dependent  patients.  Naltrexone  therapy 
should  be  initiated  in  a  drug  addiction  centre, 
where  candidates  for  treatment  should  be 
opiate  free  for  at  least  7-10  days. 

Migraine  attacks  are  responsible  for  many 
lost  working  days  and  at  present  most  agents 
used  in  prophylaxis  or  treatment  are  only 
partially  effective.  It  is  interesting  therefore  to 
record  that  a  compound  known  as  GR43175  is 
being  studied ,  following  the  discovery  of  5HT , 
receptors  in  the  brain.  The  drug  decreases  the 
severity  of  migraine  attacks  by  selective 
constriction  of  cerebral  blood  vessels.  When 
given  intravenously  it  is  effective  within  30 
minutes.  Oral  administration  is  being 
investigated,  but  the  response  is  slower  —  up 
to  two  hours  —  and  absorption  unreliable  due 
to  vomiting. 

Infections 


Progress  in  the  search  for  a  drug  or  vaccine  for 
management  or  prevention  of  AIDS  continues 
on  a  wide  front  but  no  agent  has  yet  been 


discovered  to  mortality  effectively  lower. 
Several  compounds  are  under  trial,  including 
dideoxycitidine  (DDC)  which,  like  zidovudine, 
inhibits  viral  reverse  transcriptase  enzyme. 
Unfortunately  DDC  causes  marked  peripheral 
neuropathy,  but  this  is  being  countered  by 
dosage  adjustment  and  alternating 
administration  with  zidovudine.  Another 
compound  is  carbovir,  now  licensed  in  the  US. 
The  French  drug  Imuthiol  has  also  had  some 
success  in  trials. 

The  development  of  an  AIDS  vaccine  is 
hindered  by  the  lack  of  a  suitable  animal  in 
which  it  can  be  tested.  At  present,  other  than 
humans,  chimpanzees  appear  to  be  the  only 
species  in  which  HIV  innoculation  gives 
immunodeficiency  disease  and  there  are 
strong  ethical  and  moral  objections  to  the  use 
of  these  increasingly  rare  animals.  A  vaccine 
based  on  the  synthetic  peptide  HGP-30,  which 
resembles  a  core  protein  of  HIV  virus,  has 
been  prepared.  Theoretically  antibodies  to 
HGP-30  should  give  immunisation  against  all 
strains  of  the  virus,  and  being  a  peptide  there 
should  be  no  side  effects.  This  vaccine  is  in 
phase  I  trials  to  establish  dosage  levels. 

Ganciclovir  (Cymevene)  developed  for 
treatment  of  cytomegalovirus  (CMV) 
infections  which  occur  in 
immunocompromised  patients,  such  as  those 
under  treatment  for  AIDS  and  organ 
transplant  patients,  has  now  been  licensed  for 
use  in  these  conditions.  CMV  infection  causes 
retinitis  which  deteriorates  rapidly  to 
blindness,  so  that  the  advent  of  ganciclovir  is 
more  than  welcome.  It  is  given  by  slow 
intravenous  infusion  and  prolonged  courses  of 
therapy  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  benefit. 
Ganciclovir  must  not  be  used  with  zidovudine 
because  of  added  toxicity;  ganciclovir  itself 
frequently  gives  rise  to  neutropenia  and 
thrombocytopenia. 

A  drug  marketed  initially  47  years  ago  for 
the  treatment  of  the  tropical  disease 
leishmaniasis  and  sleeping  sickness,  namely 
pentamidine  (Pentacarinat),  has  been  used  in 
the  therapy  of  Pneumocystis  carinii  pneumonia 
(PCP)  which  occurs  in  some  60  per  cent  of 
AIDS  sufferers;  for  this  the  drug  is  given 
either  by  intramuscular  injection  or 
intravenous  infusion.  A  novel  mode  of 
administering  the  drug,  by  inhalation,  which 
delivers  it  directly  to  the  infected  lungs,  has 
been  found  to  be  successful  in  preventing 
recurrent  attacks  of  PCP  in  AIDS  patients;  not 
only  is  the  method  effective  but  it  enables  the 
patients  to  administer  the  drug  themselves  at 
home  or  on  an  out-patient  basis  using  an 
inhaler. 

Another  drug  given  by  aerosol  or 
nebulisation  is  tibavirin  or  ribavirin  (Virazid) 
which  has  been  introduced  for  the  treatment 
of  severe  respiratory  syncytial  virus  (RSV) 
bronchiolitis  in  infants  and  children.  Ribavirin 
is  a  synthetic  triazole  resembling  guanosine, 
which  interferes  with  the  capping  of 
messenger  RNA.  RSV  is  a  common  cause  of 
acute  lower  respiratory  tract  infection  in 
infants  and  is  said  to  account  for  some  8,000 
hospital  admissions  annually. 

A  new  beta-lactam  antibiotic  with  a  wide 
spectrum  of  activity  is  imipenem.  This  agent 
is  a  derivative  of  thienamycine,  an  unstable 
antibiotic  produced  by  Streptomyces  species. 
However,  imipenem  is  stable  and  is  supplied 
as  combination  with  cilistatin,  the  latter  being 
an  enzyme  inhibitor  which  reduces  the 
metabolism  of  imipenem  in  the  kidney. 
Imipenem  (Primaxin)  is  indicated  for  the 
treatment  of  single  or  mixed  infections  prior  to 
identification  of  the  causative  organism(s)  in 
respiratory  tract,  genitourinary,  bone  and 


1010 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  10  DECEMBER  1988 


joint,  and  soft  tissue  infections.  It  is  given  by 
intravenous  infusion;  intramuscular  injection 
is  contraindicated. 

Fluconazole  (Diflucan)  is  the  first  of  a  new 
class  of  antifungal  compounds.  It  is  given  orally 
for  the  treatment  of  vaginal  candidiasis 
(thrush)  and  for  oropharyngeal  candidiasis. 
Vaginal  infection  is  treated  with  a  single  dose 
of  150mg.  For  oral  infection  a  14  day  course  of 
50mg  daily  is  advised.  It  is  not  recommended 
for  children,  pregnant  women  or  those  of 
childbearing  age  unless  contraception  is  used. 


Dermatological  agents 


The  potent  vasodilator  antihypertensive  drug 
minoxidil  (Loniten)  has  been  under  trial  for  a 
considerable  time  as  a  treatment  for  baldness 
and  has  now  been  licensed  in  the  UK  for 
treating  male  baldness,  but  not  for  women.  A 
2  per  cent  lotion,  marketed  as  Regaine,  is 
suitable  for  men  who  have  been  losing  hair  for 
a  short  time  and  whose  bald  spot  is  not  more 
than  10cm  diameter. 

The  solution  is  applied  twice  daily  and 
allowed  to  dry  naturally.  Treatment  must  be 
continued  for  four  months  or  longer  to 
stimulate  hair  growth  and  persevered  with 
indefinitely  to  maintain  benefit.  Response  is 
unpredictable  with  some  patients  deriving  no 
benefit.  Side  effects  include  contact  dermatitis 
and  light  headedness.  An  average  of  1.4  per 
cent  of  the  active  drug  is  absorbed  through  the 
skin,  so  hypertensive  subjects  should  be 
carefully  monitored  for  cardiovascular  effects. 

Dietary  management  of  skin  conditions  has 
received  a  fillip  by  the  recognition  that  evening 
primrose  oil  is  of  use  in  eczema.  Sufferers 
from  this  chronic  skin  disease  have  been 
shown  to  be  unable  to  convert  dietary  linolenic 
acid  to  gamma  linolenic  acid  (gamolenic  acid, 
GLA)  and  thus  do  not  have  enough  of  this 
agent  to  maintain  normal  skin  structure  and 
function.  A  recently  licensed  product, 
Epogam,  contains  40mg  GLA  per  capsule  and 
is  given  in  an  adult  dosage  of  4-6  capsules 
daily. 

Response  is  generally  good  though  some 
patients  may  not  show  benefit  until  8-12 
weeks  of  treatment.  When  there  is  a  clinical 
response  treatment  should  be  maintained  on 
a  lower  dose  or  discontinued.  There  are  no 
known  contraindications,  while  side  effects 
such  as  nausea,  indigestion  and  headache  have 
occasionally  been  reported.  Gamolenic  acid  is 
being  studied  further  in  inflammatory 
diseases,  diabetic  neuropathy  and  the 
premenstrual  syndrome.  It  has  no  apparent 
benefit  in  psoriasis. 

Gastrointestinal  agents 


The  use  of  prostaglandin  analogues  for  the 
treatment  of  peptic  ulcer  has  not  been  straight 
forward,  but  it  now  seems  that  one  of  the 
compounds,  misoprostol  (Cytotec)  has  found 
a  niche  for  itself,  not  only  for  the  healing  of 
ulcers,  but  by  permitting  continued  use  of 
NSAIDs  in  at  risk  arthritis  patients. 

Misoprostol  increases  uterine  tone  and 
contraction  and  therefore  is  contraindicated  in 
pregnancy  and  in  women  of  childbearing  age . 

Omeprazole  is  a  gastric  acid  inhibiting 
agent  considered  to  be  more  effective  than 
existing  H\  receptor  antagonists.  Unlike  the 
latter  which  act  at  the  surface  receptors  to 
prevent  secretion  of  histamine,  which  in  turn 
stimulates  acid  production,  omeprazole 
inhibits  the  proton  pump  (H  +  K  +  ATPase) 
which  exchanges  protons  from  the  stomach 
wall  cells  into  the  gastric  environment.  It  has 


been  found  to  heal  duodenal  ulcers  more 
rapidly  than  the  H  ,  antagonists  and  to  be  as 
effective  as  ranitidine  in  gastric  ulcers. 
Omeprazole  is  also  helpful  in  the  management 
of  severe  reflux  oesophagitis.  The  drug  is 
available  at  present  on  a  named  patient  basis. 

Respiratory  system 

Two  antihistamines  with  minimal  sedative 
activity  have  been  launched:  acrivastine 
(Semprex)  and  cetirizine  (Zirtek).  Both 
compounds  antagonise  histamine  at  the  H , 
receptors  and  have  few  side  effects  especially 
the  potential  to  induce  sedation.  Cetirizine  is 
taken  once  daily  for  perennial  rhinitis  and 
chronic  urticaria  of  idiopathic  origin.  The 
indications  for  acrivastine,  taken  three  times 
a  day,  are  similar.  With  both  drugs  patients 
should  be  counselled  to  avoid  activities  such  as 
driving  until  their  response  to  the  compounds 
has  been  assessed,  while  alcohol  intake  should 
be  minimal. 

In  an  effort  to  prolong  the  action  of 
salbutamol,  a  substance  known  as  salmeterol 
has  been  developed  by  the  substitution  of  a 
phenylbutohexyl  group  for  the  butyl  group  in 
salbutamol.  This  extends  activity  to  about  12 
hours  after  the  inhalation  of  a  50mcg  dose. 
Salmeterol  is  now  in  phase  III  clinical  trial. 

Arthritis 


This  year  has  seen  only  one  new  NSAID  for 
oral  use:  tenoxicam  (Mobiflex),  the  second 
"oxicam"  to  be  marketed,  the  first  being 
piroxicam  (Feldene).  The  new  drug  has  a 
mean  plasma  half-life  of  72  hours  and  can 
therefore  be  given  once  daily.  As  with  other 


NSAIDs,  the  most  freqm  n!  side  effects  of 
tenoxicam  are  gastroin  .  ■  ,  iading 
dyspepsia,  nausea,  abdomin  discomfort, 
diarrhoea,  etc.  Peptic  ulc<  rati'  ndbieeding 
are  also  possibilities. 

The  treatment  of  acute  soft  tis 
eg  sports  injuries,  with  a  topical  NSAID 
application  which  will  avoid  some  of  the  side 
effects  of  oral  NSAID  therapy  becomes 
possible  with  the  marketing  of  Traxam  gel. 
This  preparation  contains  3  per  cent  of  felbinac 
or  biphenylacetic  acid  which  is  the  active 
metabolite  of  fenbufen.  Studies  show  that  the 
drug  penetrates  the  skin  and  is  present  in  the 
tissues.  Skin  rashes  have  occurred  with  the 
product,  but  these  are  believed  to  be  due  to 
the  ethanol  content  of  the  gel  and  alcohol-free 
formulations  are  being  investigated.  Topical 
preparations  of  diclofenac  and  piroxicam  are 
also  being  studied. 

Gynaecology 

The  steroid  mifepristone,  which  blocks 
progesterone  receptors  in  the  uterus,  has 
proved  successful  as  an  abortifacient  in  a  UK 
trial  involving  100  women  with  pregnancies  of 
less  than  eight  weeks.  The  drug  was  given 
orally  in  a  dose  of  400-600mg  followed  in  48 
hours  by  a  gemeprost  (Cervagem)  pessary. 
Abortion  was  achieved  in  95  cases  and  in  five 
surgical  evacuation  was  required.  There  were 
no  serious  complications.  Mifepristone  (RU 
486)  has  been  marketed  in  France  as  Mifegyn. 
However,  the  launch  provoked  a  demand  for 
it  to  be  banned  so  the  makers  withdrew  the 
product  from  the  market  only  to  be  ordered  by 
the  French  government  to  resume  selling  two 
days  later. 


^ihe  only 
vitamins  used 
in  the  famous 
school  trial 

AS  SEEN  ON  T.V. 


Tandem  I.Q. 

(Ideal  Quota) 

Vitamins  for  Schoolchildren 

with  over  30  vitamins  and  minerals 


From  your  wholesaler 

or  direct  from 
Larkhall  Laboratories. 
Tel:  01-874  1130 
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Testing  on 
animals 

Your  article  concerning  30  MPs 
who  tabled  a  Commons  motion  to 
protest  about  the  use  of  animals 
for  testing  cosmetics  was 
welcome.  I  can  certainly 
remember  reading  in  the  Daily 
Telegraph  a  few  years  ago  that  the 
then  chairman  of  the  DHSS 
committee  on  immunisation  and 
vaccination,  Sir  John  Badenoch, 
while  defending  the  use  of  animals 
for  medical  research,  said  that 
their  use  in  testing  cosmetics  was 
indefensible. 

My  impression  after  many 
years  of  consideration  of  the 
situations  concerning  the  use  of 
animals  for  testing,  is  that 
cosmetics  manufacturers  seem  to 
be  more  concerned  with 
defending  themselves  against 
litigation,  than  with  the  ethics  of 
using  animals  for  testing  their 
products. 

Certainly  I  support  those  MPs 
who  quite  rightly  object  to  the 
misery  and  cruelty  inflicted  by 
testing  cosmetics  on  animals. 


Malcolm  H.  Espley 

Chester 


'No'  to  rule 
change 

Am  I  alone  in  thinking  that  the 
management  of  Unichem  is  being 
deliberately  perverse  in  choosing 
to  hold  a  special  meeting  during 
the  two  busiest  trading  weeks  of 
the  year!  Surely,  if  they  are  after 
a  fair  and  democratic  discussion  on 
the  proposed  rule  changes,  they 


could  have  been  left  for  the  calmer 
days  of  the  New  Year. 

In  fact,  if  they  are  so 
determined  not  to  have  people 
attend,  perhaps  it  would  be  better 
to  convene  it  in  Bangkok. 

The  proposed  changes  appear 
harmless  yet  are  potentially 
insidious.  Regarding  the  proposed 
changes  to  rule  41:  Why  should 
the  directors  be  granted 
discretionary  powers  over  the 
retention  of  shares  by  retired 
members  for  a  period  of  five 
years,  when  members  trading 
with  the  society  are  refused 
participation  in  the  share  scheme? 
The  comparison  could  also  be 
made  with  a  member  who  could  be 
expelled  (and  history  shows, 
would  be  expelled)  if  his  purchases 
fell  below  £3,000  per  month;  yet 
no  such  discretion  favours  him. 

Among  others,  rule  52  (which 
permits  members  to  call  for  a 
ballot  is  to  be  altered.  Previously 
ten  members  could  make  such  a 
call,  but  under  the  new  proposal  it 
would  require  10  per  cent  of 
members  to  be  present.  On  the 
face  of  it  a  reasonable  alteration, 
until  it  is  read  in  conjunction  with 
the  proposed  new  rule  45(e).  This 
says:  "Every  reference  to  the 
attendance  and  vote  of  members 
at  meetings  of  the  society  shall  be 
deemed  to  include  references  to 
proxies".  Thus,  the  chance  of  the 
members  ever  calling  for  a  ballot 
are  stymied  by  the  block  of  proxy 
votes  unable  to  vote  for  or  against 
a  ballot  because  they  have  not 
been  asked. 

An  emphatic  "no"  to  the 
proposed  changes  is  the  only  way 
to  prevent  more  power  of  the 
society  being  transferred  from  us, 
the  members,  to  the  directors 
who  wish  to  extend  their 
"discretionary  powers'. 


Philip  Hunt 


Bristol 


Michael  Yorke  (left),  marketing  and  operations  director  of  S-o-T 
Healthfoods  Ltd,  Stoke-on-Trent  is  seen  handing  the  keys  to  a  Ford 
XR3i  to  Andrew  GandofF.  Flynn  Chemists  of  Duke  Street ,  St  Helens. 
Also  pictured  are  Mrs  Beryl  Foreman  of  Flynns  and  Jeffrey  Poole, 
general  sales  manager  of  S-o-T  Healthfoods,  The  car  was  the  first  prize 
in  an  Enterprise  "Gold"  Summer  promotion  held  by  S-o-T 
Healthfoods,  and  Mr  Gaud  was  the  winner  out  of 1 ,400  entrants 


Abuse 
potential? 

With  reference  to  Beecham's 
Diocare:  please  confirm  this 
product  as  one  of  the  easier 
products  to  abuse.  Simply  by 
"boiling  down"  a  solution?  Any 
comments,  Beecham's,  please? 


P.J.  Rose 

Crediton,  Devon 

DrP.M.  Largey,  Beecham  medical 
adviser  responds:  The  morphine 
hydrochloride  is  specially 
processed  with  the  other 
components  so  it  cannot  be 
physically  separated  from  other 
constituents  in  the  dry  state. 
Simply  boiling  down  an  aqueous 
solution  of  the  product  would 
result  in  concentration,  and 
eventual  co-precipitation  of  the 
constituents,  rendering  this 
approach  unsuitable  for  obtaining 
morphine. 

Even  if  extraction  were 
possible,  the  antidiarrhoeal  dose 
of  morphine  is  much  smaller  than 
the  analgesic  dose,  or  a  dose  that 
is  likely  to  be  abused.  A  single 
sachet  of  Diocare  contains  24-48 
times  less  than  the  oral 
recommended  analgesic  dose  for 
anhydrous  morphine. 

The  concentration  of 
morphine  in  Diocare  is  within  the 
legal  limits  (SI  1983  No.  1212).  In 
particular,  the  concentration  of 
anhydrous  morphine  in  the  solid 
powder  (0.0075  per  cent  w/w)  is 
exceptionally  low.  It  is  only  one 
fifth  of  the  specifically  introduced 
legal  upper  limit  for  OTC  solid 
doses  of  0.04  per  cent.  This  is 
because  of  the  relatively  high 
weight  of  the  unit  dose 
contributed  by  the  oral 
rehydration  salts  in  the  product 
(300mcg  anhydrous  morphine  in 
each  sachet  of  3.98g). 

Beecham  Diocare  is  an 
inefficient  and  impractical  source 
of  morphine.  The  product  is  not 
considered  easy  to  abuse. 


Postponed... 

I  am  grateful  for  your  mentioning 
the  proposed  evening  meetings 
which  Seven  Seas  are  planning  for 
the  New  Year  to  explain  their 
herbal  remedies. 

Unfortunately,  we  have  had  to 
postpone  these  meetings  until 
later  in  the  year,  around  Easter  in 
the  South,  and  early  September  in 
the  North  of  England.  Details  of 
places,  dates  and  times  will  be 
announced  in  the  New  Year. 


T.G.  Hardman 

Director  of  marketing.  Seven  Seas 
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SDC  relaunch 
data  service 

Syndicated  Data  Consultants  — 
formed  in  1980  and  taken  over  by 
A.C.  Nielsen  Ltd  in  April  —  is 
relaunching  its  toiletry,  cosmetic, 
and  medicine  market  research 
service,  adding  80,000  out-of- 
home  product  interviews  to  its 
current  base  of  40,000  in-home 
sessions. 

Interviews  will  now  take  place 
at  key  traffic  points  but  not  outside 
specific  retailers  and  only  if  the 
interviewee  has  made  an 
appropriate  purchase  that  day. 
SDC  say  that  the  new  technique 
will  mean  95  per  cent  of  purchased 
packs  are  seen,  compared  with  50 
per  cent  in-home,  giving  more 
accurate  data  in  one  set  of  results. 

The  company  claims  it  will  be 
able  to  give  a  better  read  of  short 
term  trends,  smaller  brands,  sizes 
and  variants,  prices,  key  accounts 
and  demographics.  SDC  say  that 
for  certain  toiletry  markets  the 
data  base  will  double  while  a  five- 
fold increase  will  occur  for  some 
expensive  cosmetic  and  fragrance 
brands.  Also  it  will  be  able  to 
target  more  young,  single, 
working  people,  said  to  be  key 
purchasers  in  some  markets. 

SDC  will  maintain  their 
separate  identity  along  with  all  the 
staff  at  their  Marlow  headquarters 
while  taking  on  employees  in 
production  and  client  services. 


Boots  has 
'powerful 


image' 


Boots  is  the  UK's  second  best- 
known  retailer  according  to  a 
survey  carried  out  by  design 
consultant,  Landor  Associates. 

The  company  says  Marks  & 
Spencer  came  top  and  has  the 
UK's  most  powerful  brand  name. 

Landor  say:  "Powerful 
images  are  essential  to  business 
success  in  an  environment  where 
consumers  are  drowning  in 
product  alternatives." 


Nicholas  and  Ashe 
in  UK  tie-up 


Nicholas  Kiwi  and  Ashe 
Consumer  Products  are  to  form  a 
new  UK  company  on  January  2 
with  a  projected  turnover  of 
£100m  in  the  first  financial  year. 

Both  have  been  part  of  Sara 
Lee/Douwe-Egberts,  the  £1. 7m 
billion  European  food,  household 
and  personal  care  business  based 
at  Utrecht  in  the  Netherlands 
since  1985  and  1987  respectively. 

The  new  structure  creates 
five  key  divisions,  with  individual 
divisional  managers  —  toiletries 
Geff  Watson),  cosmetics  (Lindsay 
Cooke),  healthcare  (Mike 
Connolly),  household  (Trevor 
Green),  and  medical  products 
(Brian  Savage).  Each  division  will 
have  its  own  sales  force. 

The  main  brands  for  each 
division  are:  Radox,  Amplex,  Gold 
Spot,  Matey,  Vitapointe 
(toiletries):  Almay,  Louis  Marcel 
(cosmetics);  Maws,  Rennie, 
"Clear"  analgesics,  Sucron, 
Kwells,  Feminax,  Contrapain 
(healthcare);  Shirleys,  Vapona, 
Kiwi  (household),  and  Kylie, 
Kanga  and  prescription  products 


(medicines) .  The  advertising  and 
promotional  budget  will  exceed 
£18m  in  1989,  the  company  says. 

Speaking  at  the  launch  of  the 
organisation,  UK  &  Ireland  vice- 
president  John  Slater  commented: 
"Nicholas  Laboratories 
represents  a  major  force  in  the 
marketplace  and  clearly  has  the 
potential  to  become  considerably 
larger.  The  Nicholas  and  Ashe 
product  portfolios  represent  a 
perfect  fit  of  leading  brands  while 
the  pooling  of  our  resources  in 
research  and  development  has 
important  implications  for  new 
product  development  across  all 
five  divisions." 

A  £3m  refit  is  currently 
underway  at  Nicholas'  Slough 
headquarters  and  the  company's 
business  is  also  to  be  serviced 
from  further  sites  at  Littleborough 
in  Lancashire,  Bicester  in 
Oxfordshire  and  Honley  in  West 
Yorkshire.  A  total  workforce  of 
1400  is  to  be  employed  at  these 
sites  following  the  closure  and 
integration  of  staff  from  Ashe's 
Leatherhead  office. 


PSNC  asks  DoH  for 
help  with  new  rates 


The  PSNC  is  writing  to  the 
Department  of  Health  proposing 
that  pharmacists  are  directly 
reimbursed  a  proportion  of  actual 
rates  paid  in  anticipation  of  the 
rate  revaluation  and  the  uniform 
business  rate  (UBR)  next  year. 

According  to  the  Department 
of  Environment  revaluation  is 
likely  to  mean  that  rateable  values 
increase  on  average  by  a  factor  of 
five  or  six  and  the  uniform 
business  rate  (UBR)  poundage 
will  be  reduced  by  an  equal  and 
opposite  amount. 

Mike  Brining,  PSNC  financial 
executive,  expects  businesses 
will  pay  about  half  as  much  in  rates 
as  they  do  in  rent,  with  the  retail 
sector  paying  more  in  proportion, 


due  to  the  rapid  increases  in  rents 
that  have  occurred  over  the  last 
few  years.  It  might  well  be  that 
where  a  favourable  rent  has  been 
enjoyed  the  rates  to  be  paid  could 
exceed  the  rent. 

A  random  survey  of  263  small 
businesses  carried  out  by  the 
National  Federation  of  Self 
Employed  and  Small  Businesses 
indicates  that  only  8  per  cent  could 
benefit  from  reductions.  The 
Federation  says  nearly  40  per 
cent  face  rate  increases  of  bet- 
ween 50 and  150 per  cent. 

Galenco  have  relocated  at  new 
premises  at  Bythesea  Road, 
Trowbridge,  Wiltshire,  BAH 
8TX.  Tel:  0225  768381. 


SHRC  rethink 
'a  trick' 

Compromise  proposals  on  Sunday 
trading  are  being  rejected  by  the 
Keep  Sunday  Special  lobby. 
Campaign  director  Dr  Michael 
Schluter  says  the  re-thought 
deregulation  ideas  from  the  rival 
group,  the  Shopping  Hours 
Reform  Council,  are  "a 
confidence  trick  of  breathtaking 
proportions  which  would  tear  the 
heart  out  of  Sunday." 

The  SHRC  suggested  last 
week  that  shops  should  be  able  to 
open  between  mid-day  and  6pm 
on  Sunday  (and  up  to  10pm  on 
weekday  nights).  It  also 
suggested  a  code  of  conduct  to 
protect  shops  workers  from  being 
forced  to  work  on  Sunday. 

Dr  Schulter  says  such  opening 
hours  amount  to  "total 
deregulation".  And  he  also 
attacks  the  code.  '  'The  preferred 
solace  by  SHRC  to  new 
shopworkers  of  a  voluntary  code 
by  employers  is  not  worth  the 
paper  its  written  on. 

KSS  say  their  proposals, 
which  legal  spokesman  Simon 
Jones  told  C&D  would  mean 
"virtually  no  change  for  retail 
chemists",  are  the  only  ones 
which  would  bring  Britain  in-line 
with  the  rest  of  Europe. 

Using  the  slogan  employed  by 
the  Conservative  Party,  the 
promise  of  bringing  "sense  and- 
consistency"  to  Sunday  trading 
laws,  KSS  say  they  are  confident 
that  their  proposals  and  not  those 
of  the  SHRC  will  be  read  out  in  the 
Queens  Speech  that  opens  the 
new  Parliament  in  1989. 


S&N  US  buy 

Having  fulfilled  the  requirements 
of  the  US  anti-trust  regulations, 
Smith  &  Nephew  pic  announced 
this  week  the  £11. 2m  completion 
of  their  acquisition  of  United 
Medical,  a  division  of  the  Hospital 
Products  Group  of  Pfizer  Inc. 

United  Medical  manufactures 
systems  for  managing  ostomies; 
skin  care  products;  and  dressings 
used  for  intravenous  catheter 
fixation. 
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"Not  by  1992" 
United  States  of  Europe  rejected 


A  United  States  of  Europe  will  not 
exist  by  1992  but  the 
framework  to  allow  a  single 
market  to  evolve  should  be  in 
place. 

That  was  the  message  from 
the  Department  of  Health's 
international  policy  section,  at  a 
1992/pharmaceutical  conference 
this  week.  Julian  Oliver,  from  the 
Medicines  Division,  said  they 
expect  more  fluid  trading  between 
the  12  nations  nearer  the  end  of 
the  decade.  However,  proposals 
to  "produce  greater 
harmonisation  of  pricing' '  should 
be  in  place  within  the  next  two 
years,  he  said. 

Alan  Walker,  general  manager 
of  Warner-Lambert  in  Belgium, 
backed  up  the  point  saying  that 
"While  1992  offers  fertile  fields 
for  fantasy  about  buying  patterns, 
there  would  not  be  'business  as 
usual'. 

Delegates  also  heard  advice 
for  shareholders  in  drug 
companies  from  Marion  Sears, 
pharmaceutical  analyst  as  Phillips 
&  Drew.  She  said  that  Reckitt  & 
Colman  stood  to  benefit  most  as 
about  90  per  cent  of  business  was 
OTC  medicines.  Manufactures  of 
ethical  drugs  could  only  expect 
lower  prices,  she  said. 


NPAWest 
Midlands 


dinner 


The  West  Midlands  branch  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  is  holding  a  dinner  at 
the  NEC  Metropole  Hotel  on 
January  11,  1989  at  7.15pm. 
Guest  speakers  are  NPA  director 
Tim  Astill  and  PSNC  chairman 
David  Sharpe .  Tickets  are  £  1 1 . 50 
each.  Applications  should  be  sent 
with  remittance  to  Ann  Northley 
at  Mallinson  House  by  December 
19.  There  will  also  goods  on  sale 
from  the  NPA's  business  services 
department. 

Monday,  December  12 

Eastbourne  Branch,  RPSGB  at  the 

Postgraduate  Medical  Centre, 
Eastbourne  District  General  Hospital 
at  8m.  "Drink,  drugs  and  driving."  A 
talk  by  Mr  A.  Clatworthy  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Forensic 
Laboratory. 

Southampton    Branch,    RPSGB  at 

Postgraduate  Centre,  Southampton 
General  Hospital,  at  7.30pm  for  8pm. 


Other  speakers  at  the 
seminar,  organised  by  PR 
consultants  Fleishman-Hillard, 
highlighted  cultural  barriers  that 
would  have  to  be  faced  by  the 
retail  chemist  venturing  into 
Europe. 

American  medical  writer  Lynn 
Payer  said  her  examination  of 
prescription  patterns  in  Europe 
shows  that  culture  —  and  not 
purely  medical  diagnosis  —  help  to 
explain,  for  example,  high  use  of 
heart  drugs  in  Germany. 

She  said  German  culture  has  a 
tradition  of  romanticism  which 
means  that  problems  like  general 
fatigue  are  seen  by  doctors  as 
problems  of  the  heart. 

Shelia  Kelly,  secretary  of  the 
Proprietary  Association  of  Great 
Britain,  noted  differences  in 
treating  headaches.  In  France, 
she  said,  40  per  cent  of  people  use 
suppositories  to  deal  with 
headaches  while  in  Germany 
herbal  teas  are  popular. 

She  also  renewed  the  call 
made  by  the  European 
Proprietary  Association  (AESGP) 
made  earlier  in  the  year  (C&D 
June  25,  pl262),  that  mutual 
recognition  of  technical  standards 
be  sought  as  the  way  into  Europe, 
rather  than  an  attempt  to  create  a 


COMING  EVENTS 


"Drug  addiction."  A  talk  by  Mrs 
Sharpe. 

Tuesday,  December  13 

Barking  &  Havering  Branch,  RPSGB  at  the 

Academic  Centre,  Oldchurch  Hospital 
at  7.30pm.  "Asocial  surprise." 
Bedfordshire  Branch,  RPSGB  the  Swan 
Hotel,  Bedford,  at  8pm.  A  Christmas 
party. 

Lanarkshire  Branch,  RPSGB  at  the 

Banqueting  Hall,  Chatelherault 
Hamilton  at  8pm.  "Antiques 
Roadshow".  Speaker  A.  Thomson. 
Followed  by  wine  and  cheese. 
South  East  Metropolitan  Branch,  RPSGB  the 
Medical  Centre,  Lewisham  Hospital, 
High  Street,  London  SE13  6LH,  at 
8pm.  Dr  Roger  Chalmers,  The  Hale 
Clinic ,  talks  on  Ayurvedic  medicine . 

Barking  &  Havering  Branch,  RPSGB,  at  the 

Academic  Centre,  Oldchurch  Hospital, 
Romford  at  7.30  for  8pm.  "Getting 
tight  at  Christmas  —  a  sideways  look  at 
security"  by  Frank  Courtney  and  Ken 
Puttock.  Buffet. 

Wednesday,  December  14 

Becton  Dickinson  Seminar  at  the 

Postgraduate  Centre.  Maidstone 
Hospital,  at  7pm.  Training  material  for 
pharmacists  and  assistants  on 
"Diabetics  and  products  for 
diabetics". 

Isle  of  Wight  Branch.  RPSGB  the 

Postgraduate  Medical  Centre,  St 
Mary's  Hospital,  Newport  at  8pm. 
Speaker  Dr  A.  Insole.  Followed  by 


European  equivalent  of  the  FDA. 
The  AESGP  wants  a  marketing 
authorisation  issued  in  one 
European  country  for  a  non- 
prescription medicine  to  become 
"a  passport"  for  other  EEC 
countries. 

However,  at  a  conference  held 
last  month  the  setting  up  of  a 
supra-national  body  was  proposed 
by  a  principal  medical  officer  for 
new  drugs  in  medicine  group  at 
the  Department  of  Health. 

At  the  PM  Society's  seminar 
on  1992  Dr  D.Jefferys  said  that 
mutual  recognition  would  not 
work  for  legal  reasons.  UK 
authorities  would  have  to  accept 
legal  liability  for  products  where 
the  licence  was  not  controlled  in 
this  country. 

Marketing  of  OTC  products 
was  seen  by  Dr  Bernd  Eberwein 
of  the  German  Proprietary 
Association  to  be  even  more 
problematic.  He  said  there  was  a 
wide  divergence  of  medical  and 
public  opinion  on  the  definition  of 
a  drug,  citing  herbal  tea  in 
Germany,  which  has  to  be 
licensed. 

Ms  Kelly  said  this  week  that  an 
FDA-like  body  would  increase  the 
delay  in  getting  drug  marketing 
licences  by  a  factor  of  ten. 


American  supper.  "Gods,  myths  and 
spacemen." 

Advance  information 

National  Pharmaceutical  Association,  January 
11.  1989  at  The  NEC  Metropole 
Hotel,  Birmingham  sponsored  dinner 
—  speakers  Tim  Astill,  NPA  director 
and  David  Sharpe ,  member  of  Council 
and  chairman  of  PSNC.  Open  to 
members  of  NPA,  spouses,  managers 
and  staff.  Details  from  David  Thomas. 
Tel:  0902  21381. 

British  Production  and  Inventory  Control 
Society  January  19,  1989  at  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Conference  Centre, 
London.  One  day  seminar  on 
increasing  manufacturing 
effectiveness  in  pharmaceuticals.  Cost 
£172.50  (inc  VAT) -£201. 25  for  non- 
members.  Details  from  Linda 
Godman,  assistant  secretary,  BPICS, 
University  of  Warwick  Science  Park, 
Sir  Williams  Lyons  Road,  Coventry 
CV4  7EZ  (0203692266). 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Scientists  January  24-25 
at  Post  House  Hotel,  Milton  Keynes. 
Teach-in  on  "Quality:  in  a  commercial 
environment".  Cost  £161  for 
members,  £201.25  for  non-members. 
Details  from  the  general  secretary, 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Scientists, 
Delaport  House,  57  Guildford  Street, 
Luton,  Beds  LU1  2NL  (0582  26661). 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Scientists  February  10, 
1989  Annual  dinner  and  dance  at  The 
London  Hilton  Hotel.  Tickets  £40  from 
general  secretary,  as  above. 


Laws  "not  for 
lawyers" 
published 

Guidelines  on  how  to  price  mark 
goods  to  meet  new  legal 
requirements  were  published  this 
week  by  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry. 

The  "Code  of  Practice  for 
Traders  on  Price  Indicators" 
shows  how  to  meet  the  provisions 
of  part  III  of  the  Consumer 
Protection  Act.  It  comes  into 
effect  on  March  1  next  year. 

The  Code  has  already  been 
welcomed  by  NPA  director  Tim 
Astill  as  being  written  for  the 
shopkeeper  and  not  the  lawyer 
(seeC&DNovl9p905). 

The  DTI  says  its  purpose  is  to 
show  traders  how  to  avoid  giving 
misleading  price  indications,  and 
thus  not  break  the  new  laws. 

New  provisions  include  that 
VAT  will  always  have  to  be 
included  in  the  price  and  that  the 
only  permitted  abbreviations  on 
markings  will  be  RRP  and 
Manufacturers  Recommended 
Pnce  (MRP). 

Ticket  prices  must  also  be 
clarified  —  those  selling  tickets  at 
prices  higher  than  face  value 
should  make  it  clear  to  the  buyer 
what  the  face  value  is,  the  DTI 
says.  Copies  of  the  Code  are 
available  from:  Consumer  Affairs 
Division,  DTI,  Tel:  01-2153294. 


Respiratory 
drugs  lead 
Astra  sales 

Respiratory  sales  are  up  by  22  per 
cent  and  antibiotics  by  19  per  cent 
at  the  Astra  Group.  Interims  to 
September  announced  last  week 
show  the  company's  Pulmicort 
and  Bricanyl  Turbuhaler  leading 
the  turnover  growth. 

Sales  for  the  whole  group  are 
up  by  14  per  cent.  Haken  Mogren, 
president,  says  most  of  the 
growth  is  due  to  an  increase  in 
volume.  In  the  same  period  last 
year  turnover  was  at  SEK3,959m 
and  has  now  moved  to  SEK 
4,500m  (83  per  cent  of  which  is 
sold  outside  Sweden). 

Launches  of  Plendil,  a  new 
cardoivascular  agent  which  is  a 
calcium  antagonist  with 
vasodilator  properties,  and  Losec, 
a  new  anti-ulcer  drug,  are  well 
underway,  Mr  Mogren  said.  He 
forecast  that  the  full  year's  results 
would  be  very  favourable.  Pre-tax 
profits  stand  now  at  SEK  1 ,142m, 
up  13  per  cent. 


1014 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  10  DECEMBER  1988 


mm, 


PUBLIC  NOTICES 


PRODUCTS  &  SERVICES 


OFFICE  OF  FAIR  TRADING 

PUBLIC  NOTICE 
COMPETITION  ACT  1980 
Competition  Reference  Under 
Section  5 
UNICHEM  LIMITED 
The  Director  General  of  Fair  Trading  has  published  a 
report  under  section  3  of  the  Competition  Act  1980  (the 
Act)  stating  in  accordance  with  section  3(10)  of  the  Act 
that  a  course  of  conduct  pursued  by  UniChem  Limited 
(UniChem)  constitutes  an  anti-competitive  practice  and 
that  it  is  appropriate  for  him  to  make  a  reference  to  the 
Monopolies  and  Mergers  Commission  (the 
Commission)  under  section  5  of  the  Act.  The  Director 
General  has  not  accepted  undertakings  offered  by 
UniChem,  and  has  made  a  reference  to  the  Commission 
as  follows: 

a     the  person  whose  activities  are  to  be  investigated 

by  the  Commission  is  UniChem; 
b     the  goods  to  which  the  investigation  is  to  extend 

are  pharmaceuticals; 
c     the  course  of  conduct  to  be  investigated  is 

UniChem's  conduct  in  making  and  proposing 

arrangements  for  the  allotment  of  shares  in  its 

capital. 

A  report  on  this  reference  is  to  be  made  within  a  period 
of  five  months,  beginning  29  November  1988. 

If  you  have  any  information  which  would  help  the 
Commission  in  their  inquiries,  please  write  as  soon  as 
possible  to  :  The  Secretary,  Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission,  New  Court,  48  Carey  Street,  London 
WC2A  2JT. 


BUSINESS  WANTED 


PHARMACIES 
REQUIRED 

Newly  emerging  group  requires  single 
or  multiple  Pharmacies  with  turnovers 

in  excess  of  £250,000. 

Any  area  considered. 
Best  prices  paid. 

REPLIES  TO  BOX  No.  C&D  3324 


ORAL  ABEL  PC 

"The  Ultimate  in  pharmacy  labelling..." 

"Versatile"  "Uncomplicated" 
"IBM  PC  Compatible"  "Quality  Software" 


NOW:  also  available  with  patient  records 


Computer  Systems  Limited 


Village  Workshops,  Prestwich,  Manchester  M25  8WB. 
ENQUIRIES:  061-773  7909 


LABELS 


Simply 
the  best 


I  A  FULL  RANGE  OF  COMPUTER 
LABELLING  SYSTEMS 

i  PATIENT  MEDICATION 
RECORD  LABELLING 

Either  full  system  or  program  only 

I  FREE  DIRECT 

ORDER  ENTRY  TO  VeSulC 


Contact  David  Coleman  or  Mike  Spnnce  MPS 
for  a  demonstration  or  trial 
PARK  SYSTEMS  LTD. 

183  Great  Howard  Street,  Liverpool  L3  7DL 
Telephone  051  298  2233 


THE  ONLY  NPA  RECOMMENDED  COMPUTER  LABEL  SYSTEM 


John  nictiardion 
Computer!  Ud 


I  ►  In  Pharmacy  Labelling 

In  Auto-Order  Stock  Control 
**  In  Customer  Service 
►  In  Systems  Development 

Full  patient  records  with  drug  interactions 

FREE  POST.  Preston  PR  5  KBR  Telephone:  (0772)  323763 
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SHOPKIT  SHOPFITTINGS 
DECEMBER  CHRISTMAS  PRESENT! 

25%  Discount  (basic  shelf  order  sheet)  and 
interest  free  credit  over  1 2  months  (subject  to 
status). 
First  100  customers. 
Written  details  on  request  from: 

SHOPKIT,  50  Ivatt  Way,  Westwood  industrial 
Estate,  PETERBOROUGH,  PE3  7PIM. 
Tel:  (0733)  265263 

SHOPKIT,  Unit  3,  Gallagher  Terrace,  Park  Road 
Industrial  Estate,  Blackhill,  Consett, 
Co.  Durham. 
Tel:  (0207)591146 

Licenced  Credit  Brokers 


Lux  Line 

SHOPFITTERS  FOR  THE  PHARMACY 

REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS,  SHOPFRONTS, 
ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE,  NPA  &  NUMARK  APPVOED. 
SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 

LUXLINE  LTD, 

8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS. 
Tel:  0525-381356 


EXDRUM 

—  STOREflTTERS  J 


0626  •  834077 

COMPREHENSIVE  DESIGN,  MANUFACTURE  AND 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE  FOR  THE  RETAIL  PHARMACY 


KING  CMA8i.ES  BUSINESS  PARK   OLD  NEWTON  ROAD  ME ATMFIf ID  DEVON  FOI2  6UT 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


GOOD  CONDITION  SECOND  HAND 
(BLISTER  PACKING  MACHINE) 

Required  for  tablets  and  capsules  with 
complete  sets  of  tooling. 

Please  contact  Mervyn  Green 
EURIMPHARM  LTD.,  83  Copers  Cope 
Beckenham,  Kent  BR3  1NR. 
Tel:  01  658  2255 

Telex:  263832 
Fax:01-658  8680 


RETAIL  STORE 
SOUTHEND 

Closing  Christmas 

Free  standing  canopy 
shelving,  circular  rails, 
models,  cash  tills  and 
assorted  fixtures  for  sale. 
Call  Mr  Morris  on 
0702  345016 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


WANTED 

SECOND  HAND  NORITSU 
MINILAB  QSS1001  or 
QSS 901 

Must  be  in  full  working  order. 
Must  be  under  Maintenance 
Contract. 

Contact: 
Bryn  Pharmacies  Ltd. 
98  Mostyn  Street.  Llandudno. 
Telephone.  (0492)  76546 


PACKING 


I  actually  get 
away  from  the  office 
at  weekends  since  I 
contacted  CPS. 

For  the  kind  of  contract  packing 
service  that  delivers  on  time,  every  time 
call  CPS  on  (0283)  221616. 

Specialists  in  tablei  and  capsule  counting,  blister  and  stnp  packing, 
powder  packing  and  liquid  filling,  on  premises  licenced  by  the  DHSS 

CONTRACT  PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICES  LIMITED 

Swains  Park  Industrial  hstate.  Park  Road,  Overseal,  Burton-on-Trent,  Staffs 


FINANCE 


PURCHASE  NEW,  OR  EXPAND 
YOUR  EXISTING  PHARMACY 

Up  to  100%  Finance  available  (subject  to  status) 

Telephone:  0784  62822  and  ask  for 
Stanley  Blum  PHc  MR  PharmS.  business  co- 
ordinator in  association  with  I. P. A.  Limited 
(FIMBRA  member) 


STOCK  FOR  SALE 


THE  FILM  MAN 


DAVEROTHWELL 


1  10 
126 
135 
135 
135 
120 
Disc 


24 
24 
12 
24 
36 

Colour 


75p 
from  40p 
from  40p 
from  75p 
from  £1.00 
from  95p 
from  40p 


Polaroid,  Kodak,  Fuji,  Agfa  all  at  good  discounts. 
Good  prices  for  colour  sheet  paper.  Also  roll  paper 

for  minilabs  supplied. 
E180  VideoTape  £1.75 

D.V.  ROTHWELLLTD 

1 38  Westmoreland  Avenue,  Blackpool  FY  1  5QW. 
Telephone:  0253  697094 
Carphone:0836614018 


1016 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  10  DECEMBER  1988 


URIMPHARM  L 


k1*  • 


OUR  EEC  IMPORTED  PHARMACEUTICALS 

★  CAREFULLY  SELECTED  RANGE  OF  PRODUCTS 

★  PRODUCT  LIABILITY  INSURANCE 

★  OUR  OWN  'EEC  QUALIFIED  PERSON  TO 
SUPERVISE  QUALITY  CONTROL 

★  DISTRIBUTION  THROUGHOUT  UK 

★  ONE  OF  THE  LARGEST  PURCHASERS  OF  Pi's 
IN  EUROPE 

★  HELPFUL  ADVICE  GIVEN  TO  UPDATE  THE 
PHARMACIST 

★  COMPETITIVE  PRICES  AND  REGULAR  MONTHLY 
OFFERS 

★  MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
PHARMACEUTICAL  IMPORTERS 


MANY  SPECIAL  OFFERS  THIS  MONTI 


FOR  ANY  ADVICE,  QUERIES,  FORWARD  PLANNING,  QUOTES 
OR  A  PRICE  LIST  CONTACT:  MERVYN  GREEN  MPS 

UNIT  A6,  83  COPERS  COPE  ROAD, 
I  IDIH/IDLJ  A  Dl\/t  I  TH      BECKENHAM,  KENT,  BR3  1  NR. 
URIMH1AKM        U      TELEPHONE:  01-658  2255 
^^^^^"^^^^^^^     TELEX:  268832  FAX:  01-658  8680 


SPECIAL  OFFERS 

D.M.  WHOLESALE  SUPPLIES  LTD 


Unit  B.  277  Abbeydale  Road, 

off  North  Circular  Road, 
WEMBLEY,  Middx  HAO  1WQ 
Tel:  01-991  2522 


Opening  Hours: 
Mon-Fri  10am-8pm 
Sat-Sun  10am  4pm 
Till  Christmas 


KODAK  FILMS  Discount 

Gold  100  1  35/24 
Gold  100  1  35/36 
Gold  200  1  10/24 
Gold  200  135/24 
Gold  400  135/24 
Gold  400  135/36 
FOTOR  AM  A  FILMS 
1  10/24-135/24-126/24 
Disc  1  5  exp 
TUDOR  FILMS 


Disc  1  5  exp 
FLASHES 
Magicubes  1  -  20 
Fhpflash  10s  1  ■  12 
Flashbar  10's  1-12 
POLAROID  FILMS 
600  single 
SX70  single 
Image  single 
DURACELL  BATTERIES 
MN1500  4's  90peach 
MN1400  2's  £1  each 

CANDEREL 

1  5%  Discount  off  trade  price 
DUREX 

1  5%  Discount  off  trade  price 


20%  off 
trade  prices 


75p  each 
80p  each 

90p  each 

16.00 
15.00 
15.00 

5.25 
5  25 
5  25 


5  40  each 
10. 50  each 


12  99 

13  99 


Carry  Pack 
Value  Pack 
PR  WHITES 
Size  1  10's  1  «  24 
Size  2  10's  1  •  24 
BODYFORM 

Regular  12's  +  4  free  1  »  20  8.99 
REDOXON  EFFERVESCENT 
All  flavours  1x10  5.99 
VICKS  VAPORUB 

1  x  12  7  99 

SUNSILK  HAIRSPRAY 

200ml  +  25ml  extra  1  x  12  7.20 
ELNETT  HAIRSPRAY 
450ml  ■  Md  75ml  tine  1-6       11  99 
STUDIO  LINE 

I  ixing  Gel  1  25ml  1-12  9.95 
Wetlook  styling  gel  1  ■  12  9  95 

Design  gel  1  50ml  1-12  10.95 
Fixing  spray  200ml  1  ■  1  2  10  95 
Shaping  mousse  200ml  1  ■  12  15  00 
Sculpting  mousse  200ml  1  ■  12  15  00 
VASELINE  PETROLEUM  JELLY 
No.1  50gms  1  ■  12  4  99 

SUPER  25 

i  igarette  Mimf liter  I     i6  1  5  on 


Plus  a  wide  range  of  Branded  Perfumes  —  Gift  Sets 
Toiletries  and  Sundries  available. 
*  All  above  offers  are  subject  to  availability. 
All  prices  are  applied  for  goods  collection  and  paid  for. 
NO  DELIVERY 
*  E.&O.E. 


n/r/TO/ 
UiuiinL 


TIJ  CO !~!  fl  CTCDC 
II  lCl\l  IUI  ICICI\D 


13  TO  THE  DOZEN 


£S.99 


SAFE  —  FAST  —  ACCURATE 
PHONE  PETER  GRANT  01  346  9714 

Dorft  be  left  m  the  COW 


TRADE  MARKS 


TRADE  MARKS  ACT 
1 938 

[Section  22(7);  Rule  80] 

TRADEMARK  NO.  1063088  consisting  of  the 

words  "Lip  Quencher"  and  registered  in 
respect  of  "lipsticks",  was  assigned  on  30th 
November  1  987,  by  A.H.  Robins  Company, 

Incorporated  of  1  407  Cummings  Drive, 
Richmond,  Virginia  23220,  United  States  of 

America,  to  Del  Laboratories,  Inc,  of  565 
Broad  Hollow  Road,  Farmingdale,  New  York 
1  1735,  United  States  of  America. 

WITHOUT  THE  GOODWILL  OF  THE 
BUSINESS  IN  THE  GOODS  FOR  WHICH  THE 
MARK  WAS  THEN  IN  USE. 
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OUT  PEOPLE 


Millar  stands  in  at  PGC 


Edinburgh  pharmacist  Graeme 
Millar  has  stepped  in  as  acting 
chairman  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
General  Council  following  the 
abrupt  resignation  of  Ian  Mullen, 
announced  last  week. 

Mr  Millar  is  likely  to  fill  the 
post  until  elections  are  held  next 
March.  He  said  this  week  that 
there  is  unlikely  to  be  any  change 
in  the  high  public  relations  and 
political  profile  the  PGC  has  built 
up  over  the  past  three  years. 
Existing  public  relations  advisers 
are  likely  to  be  retained. 

Mr  Millar  studied  pharmacy  at 
Heriot-Watt  University  and  did  his 


pre-registration  year  at  the 
Western  General  Hospital, 
qualifying  in  1978.  He  moved  from 
there  into  retail  management, 
purchasing  his  first  pharmacy  nine 
years  ago.  He  has  been  on  the 
PGC  for  nine  years,  the  last  two 
on  the  Standing  Committee.  He 
has  been  chairman  of  the  Lothian 
Branch  of  the  Society  and  a 
member  of  the  Scottish  Executive 
for  six  years.  He  has  also  been 
chairman  of  his  area 
pharmaceutical  committee,  a 
position  he  resigned  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Lothian  Health 
Board. 


CPP  exam  results 


The  following  associate  members 
of  the  College  of  Pharmacy 
Practice  have  successfully 
completed  the  membership 
examinations  and  are  now 
practitioner  members:  David 
Armour,  Andrew  Auld,  Roy  Bickler, 
Adrian  Brown,  Robert  Davies,  Hilary 
Doherty,  Sally  Haynes,  Carol  Hill, 
Mark  Horsley ,  Henry  Hughes,  Judith 
Marshall,  Peter  Rowe,  Geoffrey 
Saunders ,  Amarjit  Singh ,  Jane  Smith , 
Lucy  Titcomb. 

All  candidates  took  the  hospital 
pharmacy  option,  except  Mrs 
Doherty  and  Mr  Singh,  who  sat 


the  community  pharmacy  paper. 

The  following  have  satisfied 
the  examiners  in  the  Part  I 
examination:  Angela  Alexander, 
Jeffrey  Banks,  Janet  Barnes,  Dorothy 
Bell,  Ruth  Benvie,  Derek  Brown, 
Lucy  Burrow,  Linda  Collins,  Zofia 
Crowther,  Christopher  Curtis,  Monica 
Francomb,  Peter  Harrowing,  Lesley 
Irvin,  Elizabeth  Kay,  Helen  Kendall, 
Karen  Knight,  Dennis  Lauder,  Gillian 
Lawrence,  Alison  Littlewood,  Angus 
MacConnachie,  Terence  Maguire, 
Robert  Peel,  Michael  Scott,  Elizabeth 
Service,  Andrew  Simmons,  Linda 
Stephens,  David  Terry,  Shona  Wales. 


The  Numark  team  from  the  South  of  England  retained  the  Renme  Golf 
Trophy  this  year.  Pictured  with  Nurmark  chairman  Hugh  Butler 
(centre)  are,  from  the  left,  Numark  chemists  Robin  Good  and  Anoop 
Patel,  who  also  won  the  individual  trophy,  Tim  Dunn  from  Numark 
wholesaler  Ferrymans  and  Numark  regional  committee  member 
Ramesh  Goorah 


Pharmacist  Mr  D.D.  Chandegra  of  West  Ferry  Road,  Millwall, 
handing  over  his  cheque  for  £3,657 to  workers  for  the  Cancer  Research 
Fund  last  week.  This  sum  was  raised  by  Mr  Chandegra  from  running 
in  the  London  Mars  Marathon.  It  has  taken  him  nearly  seven  months  to 
gather  in  the  money  from  all  over  the  borough  including  the  London 
Docklands  Development  Board,  Midland  Bank,  newspapers  and 
magazines  as  well  as  from  a  number  of  pharmaceutical  companies 


APPOINTMENTS 


Promotions 
tiC&D 

Patrick  Grice  (left),  currently 
Assistant  Editor  of  Chemist  & 
Druggist,  has  been  promoted  to 
Deputy  Editor.  Robert  Darracott 
(right),  currently  News  Editor, 
moves  up  to  Assistant  Editor. 

Patrick  joined  C&D  in 
September  1981,  prior  to  which 
he  worked  in  community 
pharmacy.  Rob  joined  C&D  in 
September  1984  after  three  years 
in  hospital  pharmacy  in 
Nottingham  and  Norwich. 

Gillette  (UK)  Ltd  will  appoint  Anne- 
Marie  Dupasquier  as  marketing 


manager,  responsible  for  hair  care 
and  male  toiletries,  and  Elena 
Fernandez-Bollo,  marketing 
manager  for  deodorants,  skin 
care,  gels  and  soaps  with  effect 
from  January  1,  1989. 

Unichem  have  appointed  two  key 
account  executives  for  their 
Northern  region.  Heather 
Gabbott  takes  responsibility  for 
the  Preston  and  Swansea 
branches,  while  Liz  Swinney 
takes  on  Leeds  and  Preston.  Nigel 
Worthington  has  been  appointed 
territory  salesman  for  Liverpool 
and  North  Wales  and  Jason 
Tucker  joins  Unichem 's  head 
office  as  assistant  medical  buyer. 

Sancella  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr  P.J. 
Brophy  as  manufacturing  manager 
at  Morpeth,  Northumberland. 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd.  Sidcup,  Kent.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd.  Whitstable.  Kent  Published  by  Benn  Publications  Ltd,  Sovereign  Way.  Tonbndge,  Kent  TN9  1RW. 
Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper  19/17/16s  Contents  Benn  Publications  Ltd  1988  All  rights  reserved.  No  part  of  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system  or  transmitted  in, 
any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic,  mechanical,  photocopying,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  pnor  permission  of  Benn  Publications. 
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Neutralise  plaque  acid 

in  just  10  minutes  %w 


-  -  - 


- 

-  -    •-  ' 


Speed  is  of  the  essence  when  teeth  are  under 
attack  from  snacks  containing  acidogenic 
carbohydrates.  Plaque  pH  testing  with  various 
foods1 2  has  shown  that  this  potentially 
cariogenic  pH  level  can  be  maintained  in  the 
plaque  for  an  hour  or  more  before  the 
normal  salivary  response  can  restore  plaque 
pH  to  testing  levels. 


to  resting  levels  within  the  10  minute  chew 
period.4 

This  dramatic  reduction  in  the  period  teeth  are 
at  risk  from  acid  attack  shows  why  chewing 
Orbit  should  be  considered  a  valuable  adjunct 
in  maintaining  good  dental  health. 


Before  gum  During  gum 


After  gum 


7 

Snack 

X 

CL 

CD 
~D 

CO  D 

Q. 

1 1  Idl 

2  5 

Q. 

a3 

c: 

4 

3 

Time  0  mm  10  20  30  40  50  60 
pH  response  to  typical  snack  challenge  without  chewing  gum1 

Chewing  gum  increases  saliva  flow  by  at 
least  3  times  compared  to  resting  values.3 
Recent  dental  research  on  Orbit  sugar  free 
chewing  gum4  demonstrates  that  chewing  for 
10  minutes,  after  a  snack,  restores  plaque  pH 


Time  0  mm  10  20  30  40  50  60 
pH  response  to  typical  snack  challenge  with  chewing  gum* 

The  WRIGLEY  Company  Ltd.  ^ 


Committed  to  dental  health 


ESTOVER   PLYMOUTH    DEVON    PL6  7PR 


Reference*.  1  Imleld.  TN  ,  Oral  Sci .  1983. 11  2  Jensen.  M  E  .  J  ADA.  1986, 113.  262-266  3  Hoerman.  K  C  .  Data  on  file  4  Jensen.  M  E  .  Data  on  tile 


Seasons  Greetings 
to  all  our  customers, 
thanking  you  for  your 
support  throughout  1988. 

-ir 

We  are  open  for  business 
over  the  Christmas  period 


CUSTOMER  SERVICES:  Unit  11-14,  Foster  Avenue,  Woodside  Park,  Houghton  Regis,  LU5  5TA 
Telephone:  0582  608308  Telex:  82387  EML  DBL  Fax:  0582  600421 


TECHNICAL  SERVICES:  Langhurst,  Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH12  4QD. 
Telephone:  0403  41400  Telex:  877933  EML  HOR  Fax:  0403  61101 


